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Kia ora whanau, 

 

Wow where did that year go!? It has been a year full of 
growing, learning, milestones, love and fun in The 
Nursery. Your tamariki/children are so special to us and 
we feel very honoured to be a part of their little lives! 
  
This year has been another different one and the need to 
adapt to this strange new COVID world has been a 
challenge that we have all embraced. It has been nice to 
be able to provide the tamariki with a stable environment 
that so far has not had to change much, where we can 
play and learn in our space much the same as we always have done. 
Our outdoor native forest and garden has been a treasure for us as we have ventured 
out to enjoy it more often this year. The tamariki continually remind us of the little things 
in life that can teach us so much, like watching a spider in its web for instance or 
appreciating the putiputi/flowers – whether they be weeds or not! 
We have made friends with the manu/birds, feeding them most days and they have 
rewarded us by hopping and flying around nearby as the tamariki play, providing us with 
lots of opportunities to watch them. 
Quite often we will find a child just quietly sitting and watching the manu intently (or 
alternatively running up to the birds and taking great delight in seeing them fly up and 
away!). 
Even the bees have been a source of interest to the tamariki as they stop to watch them 
collecting pollen from the bushes. The children have been amazing, only needing us to 
gently remind them not to touch and they contentedly watch for ages as the bees go 
about their business. Thank you tamariki for reminding us to appreciate nature and 
everything in it! 
  
As we all go off on our Christmas break adventures, perhaps we can all learn from the 
children. Get out and appreciate our beautiful surroundings with your child, focus on 
what’s happening outside in the grass and trees and forget about the worries of the 
world for a little while.  Share in their joy of discovering all things natural, watch their 
little faces as they observe the leaves, the clouds, and the bugs and insects (and try not 
to get creeped out when they offer up a treasured spider to you…). 
  
Next year we farewell some of our older tamariki as they begin their Preschool 
adventures. Arybella, Lily R and Dakota have already turned two and are enjoying the 
Preschool; and Lily S and Josie will be joining them in the new year after they celebrate 
their 2nd birthdays over the holidays.   Next year there will be some new faces in the 
Nursery with a number of new whānau and children joining us. We look forward to getting 
to know you all. 
  
Have a wonderful safe Christmas everyone! 
Lots of love, from the Nursery Kaiako. 

 



Kuwi’s First Christmas Book 

Happy January Birthday to... 

Douglas (5) 

Harry (5) 

Cooper (3) 

Jack (3) 

Lily (2) 

 

Off to school in January are Douglas and Harry. We 

wish you all lots of fun and adventures.  

We will miss you!!        

Donations…..  
 
We would like to thank everyone that has made a donation of wet wipes. 
We always appreciate donations of these, they are $1 a pack from The 
Warehouse.   
  
These donations enable us to spend our income on more exciting resources 
for our tamariki. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Did you know......... 

We have car seats that are available 
for use when needed. Please let one 
of the team know if you require one.  

We are currently also missing 2 grey 
booster seats. These are labelled if 
you could check at some point for 
those and return. :)  

Trafffic Light System 

We have received information from the 
Ministry of Education regarding each 
step of the traffic light system.  

I will process it so it is easy for  everyone 
to understand at a glance and will send 
this out separately. 

However, currently we are at ORANGE and will continue as we 
have been at Level 2. We do ask that you continue to wear a mask 
when dropping off and picking up, keep children away if they are 
unwell and drop at the gate if you are unwell. I can advise that there 
is no requirement (as yet) for any whānau/parents/caregivers to 
provide details of their vaccination status or be prevented from en-
tering preschool If you do have any queries in the meantime, 
please see Clare. 

Clare, Jane, Mel and Samm would like 
to thank everyone for another       
wonderful year. 
We very much appreciate all of your 
kind words and wishful thoughts of 
appreciation for everything we do for 
your tamariki.  
 
 
 
 
 
We are looking forward to spending 
2022 together with you all. Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

SEE TEACHER.... 

If you see this stamped on the sign in sheet it usually means your child has had a 

slight accident. It is important that you speak to a teacher so they will explain what 

happened and get you to sign the accident book. Thank you 



 
03 318 8836   

027 594 8423 
text absences 

 

 

 

 

Dough Ornaments 

INGREDIENTS 

 4 Cups all-purpose flour 

 1 Cup of salt 

 1 1/2 cups warm water 

 

DIRECTIONS 

1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F 

(165 degrees C).  

2. Mix flour and salt well. Gradually 

add water, stirring with a large 

spoon. Finish mixing with hands. 

Knead until soft and pliable.  

3. Roll out on floured surface about 

1/8 inch thick. Cut shapes with 

cookie cutters. Place on cookie 

sheets. With a toothpick make a 

hole in the top of the ornament 

for threading string. Bake at 325 

degrees F (165 degrees C) until 

hard, about 1 hour. Decorate 

with paint and varnish to 

preserve.  

 Preschool News 

 Kia Ora and Meri Kirihimete 

As Christmas draws ever closer we can 

see the excitement mounting in all our 

children. Over the past month we have 

added to the excitement with lots of 

Christmas art on offer for the tamariki to 

be a part of. Along with making some 

Christmas decorations which hopefully 

made it home and are now hanging pride 
of place on your trees. The antics of 

what our elf “Sparkles” gets up to    

overnight is of great delight and I often 

get told over and over again where he is 

hiding and what ‘that cheeky’ is doing. 

In between the Christmas excitement 

there has been so many busy children 

engaging in many different curriculum 

areas on offer. The bikes are a big hit 

and we have seen the progress a lot of 
our tamariki have been making as they      

develop their skills. Water play and sensory 

exploration is slowly making an appearance 

and we sometimes have to thank Mother  

Nature for her hand in adding mud and   

puddles for us. Building is another area that 

is huge for us at the moment and creations 

are being made out of many different      

resources and we are only limited by the  
imagination of our tamariki.  

Sarah has also got the tamariki well involved 

with the making of our gingerbread house. 

There has been much excite-

ment as they have been a part 

of each step along the way. Look 

out for a photo of the end      
result. 

Finally thank you to all our 

tamariki for making our days 

bright and our whanau for shar-

ing them with us. 

Take care over the Christmas 
break. Slow down, relax and 
make memories and we look for-
ward to seeing you all again in 
the New Year. 

Ka kite ano. 

From the preschool kaiako 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 24th December CLOSED from 
1PM. 

Please remember we will be closing at 1pm on 
Friday 24th Dec (Christmas Eve) to allow our 
teachers to finish and get home to their families. 

CLOSED 25th December—9th January 

REOPEN Monday 10th January 2022 7.30AM 

Did you know... 

Children don’t always know that emotions are temporary. They may feel 
trapped in a certain emotion, without the understanding that it can come 
and go. It might even be hard for them to articulate how they feel about a 
situation, making it more of a struggle for them to do anything about it. At 
preschool, children learn to manage their emotions. Once they’re in an 
environment with other kids and a variety of adults, they’ll have many 
more models of how to move and interact in the world.  

With this in mind please be aware that if incidents do occur to please 
speak to one of the lovely teachers. We are all doing our best to monitor 
situations with all of the tamariki and your co-operation is so appreciated. 

Profile Books 

Profile books 

are now 

avaliable to pick 

up and enjoy 

with your child 

over the Christmas break.  

Revisiting and reading your child’s 

profile book with them is a great 

way to encourage further learning 

and conversation. This is because 

your child sees themselves as 

valued and competent giving them 

added confidence and motivation 

to try new things. 

Meet the Team: 

 

My name is Hannah and I am just about to enter my final year of study to become a 

qualified preschool teacher. I look forward to continuing building relationships and 

getting to know you and your whānau/family, I am excited to be a part of your learning 

journey while here at preschool.  

A little bit about me : I am originally from the West Coast and love going back to visit 

my family that lives over there including my little 3 legged dog Frankie! I have been 

studying early childhood education for the past 5 years as well as teaching in preschools 

in Greymouth and around South Canterbury. 

The BOT wish to thank the 

amazing job Clare, Jane, Mel 

and Samm along with the 

kaiako team for the 

phenomenal job they have 

done in another turbulent 

year. Our centre is all the 

better for these amazing 

ladies!  




