
 
 

 

 
Another month been and gone and we’ve all been very 
busy as usual. We’ve had super-hot days and cold wet 
days to contend with this month, a complete mixed bag 
of weather we’ve had to tailor our outside activities to. 
There’s been puddles from the rain to splash in and 
then the sprinkler to run through and cool us down!  
 
Take 5 minutes out of your busy day to enjoy our 
newsletter with a cuppa.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Join us if you dare on Friday 
2nd November 5.30pm – 7pm 
 
Dust off the cobwebs of your 
favorite dress-up and bring 
along a plate of food to share. 
 
 

We’re sure to have a ‘Spooktacular’ time!  
 
If you are able to come and help decorate the 
Preschool on the day, please let us know, thank you. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Our Christmas Party this year will be on 
Sunday 9th December from 11.30am 
till 2pm.  Hopefully the weather will 
be good to us as we will have 
bouncy castles and a sausage 
sizzle.  Santa may even be 
making an appearance!   
 
More details will be sent out nearer the time. 

STAFF PROFILE 
Kia ora, I’m Sara Syme. I live on a farm near Darfield 
with my husband Dean, our one 
year old son Joshua and Chopper 
the Jack Russell but I’m originally 
from the UK. I went to university in 
North Wales and obtained my BSC 
Psychology Honours Degree and 
completed my postgraduate diploma in ECE here in NZ. 
We spend a lot of time as family on the farm, tending 
to the stock, raising pets, pigs, calves, lambs and ducks 
and renovating our home. We fellowship at Oxford 
Baptist Church and I have recently become a volunteer 
on the Darfield Plunket committee. In our spare time 
we enjoy boating, water skiing, walking and bike riding.  

 
SHADE SAIL POLE REPLACEMENT 
Our lovely new and very strong shade sail poles are all 
installed and finished. Thank you Brandon for putting 
the shade sails back up. 

 

SUN SCREEN 
Term 4 means being “SUN SMART”.  
 

Sunsmart 

 From the beginning of October to the end of 
April, sunhats & sunscreen are compulsory. 

 On non-clear/rainy/cloudy days, Head Teachers 
will decide, based on forecast & UV readings 
being 3 or above, at 10am, 12.30pm & 2.30pm, 
whether sun screen needs to be applied. The UV 
level will be recorded on the daily sunscreen 
application chart.  

 For children who arrive at the centre before 
8.30am, staff will apply sunscreen before 10am. 

 All children who arrive at the centre between 
8.30am & 12.30pm, it will be the responsibility of 
the parents/caregivers to apply sunscreen to 
their children. The centre will make available 
sunscreen for parents to use. This will be placed 
at the sign in desk in the foyer. If your child 
arrives after the application times, please apply 
sunscreen before you arrive. 

 Sunscreen will be applied at approximately 
10am, 12.30pm & 2.30 pm to all children. 
Applications will be recorded on our daily 
Sunscreen application chart. 

 In May and September, UV readings will be 
monitored at 10am, 12pm & 2pm with the use of 
the Weather Station. If the UV levels are 3 or 
above we will apply sunscreen. 

 On the days specified above, children and staff 

will wear hats when outside. Children not 

wearing hats will be asked to play indoors. 

**XMAS HOLIDAYS** 
Yes, it’s far too early to be talking about 
Christmas, (53 days to be exact!!!) but we just 
wanted to let you know that we will be closing on 
Friday 21st December at 5pm and reopening on 
Monday 7th January 2019 at 7.30am.   
 
This will give our teachers, staff and the children 2 
lovely weeks off to rest and recoup ready for the 
New Year. 



 
 

 The centre will supply wide brimmed sunhats. 

These will be washed at the end of each day. 

No caps are to be worn. 

 Children and adults are to wear ‘Sunsmart’ 

clothes, i.e., t-shirts rather than singlet tops, no 

dresses with no sleeves. Shoulders should be 

covered. 

 The centre will have available a broad 

spectrum reputable sunscreen, SPF 30 or 

above, for use. It will be used unless we have 

the authority of the parents to use other 

provided sunscreen. Children under 1 year of 

age will not have sunscreen applied unless 

parents request this and have signed the 

authority. 

 If a child is excluded from using the Centre’s 

sunscreen then their parent/caregiver/whānau 

will be required to provide a named sunscreen 

for their child and a sunscreen authority form 

completed and signed. 

 Staff and Management will work together to 

provide a ‘Sunsafe’ environment. 

 If weather allows, we do not insist children wear 

footwear, except on the bike track or carpentry 

areas. If parents have a specific requirement, 

please speak to management. 

 
We have attached the updated Health and Safety for 
Children Policy to this email for you to read. If you 
would like a paper copy please see Lou. 

 

STAFFING 
We are pleased to announce that Samm has now 
joined us as a permanent staff member from 1st 
December and will be working 4 days a week. 
Netty is back from her travels and is in the Nursery 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. 

 
LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone       
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until late 2019, yes that’s 
2019!!!!  The nursery is also starting to fill for 2019 with 
all our new babies. We try very hard to be able to 
accommodate everyone but if you do need to change 
anything about, the sooner you can pre warn us the 

better. We do appreciate your understanding when we 
are unable to.    
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us NOW even if they don’t turn 3 
until 2020. 

 
 

CALENDARS ETC 
We hope to be sending off all the calendars this week 
to the printers.  They should take about 5/6 weeks to 
get back to us.  Please ensure you have ordered by 
Friday if you want one.  
 
Please pay for your orders asap. Thanks  

 

WET BAGS 
We are waiting for another order of the wet bags to be 
delivered.  Thank you to 
everyone who has purchased 
them so far.  We don’t have 
many plastic bags left so 
please check your child’s bag 
pockets for wet clothes each 
day.  

 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia Ora whanau, This month in the Nursery the children 

have been extending their interest in animals and in 

particular farm animlals.   

They have rediscovered the book Mrs Wishy Washy 
and just love to sit down to listen as it is read to them 
often reinacting the different animal noises and 
extending their vocabloary with the animal names. 
We have made a velcro story from a couple of pages of 
the book.  The children love to pull the animal pictures 
off and then stick them back on, matching the velcro 
animal with the animal on the story. The children have 
also been taking these velcro animals and associating 
them with toys, photos and stories of the same animal. 
 
Kaiako Mel kindly brought in her old tin tub, just like 
the one in the story.  The children loved reinacting Mrs 
Wishy Washy and giving the nursery toy animals a good 
scrub a dub dub in the tub. 
 
As a follow on from this we 
also went on a spontaneous 
trip to the Darfield Primary 
School’s annual Pet Day.  The 
children loved seeing the 
animals, they had been 
learning about at preschool, in 
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 Did you know........ 

Its is really important to fill out the parent 

partership survey that has recently been sent to 

you via email.  This is your chance to feed back to 

us about your thoughts and feelings as well as 

being a great way to contribute to your childs 

learning and the environment. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BCFKBTV 

 

 

real life.  The lambs, dogs, horses and piglet were all a 
great success. 
 
The children have also been learning about caring and 
respecting their friends.  They have really  enjoyed 
helping each other outside in the sandpit, on the 
obstacle course and the slides.  Inside they have been 
helping each other during kai time time and when 
engaging in resources.  It is wonderful so see their 
enjoyment as they work together and help each other 
out. 
 
Please remeber to check our outside line on the 
verandah, if it is a nice day, for the clothes that may be 
drying. 
 
Jane, Chelsey, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel, Netty and Kate  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL…. 
In the Preschool this month we have been enjoying the 

warmer weather.  Lots of water play and getting messy 

creates a fun sensorial 

experience along with 

socialising and having fun 

with our friends.  We have 

continued with the interest of 

science exploration with 

many more experiences, even making our own fire 

dragon.   

Following on from our Preschool working bee, our 

children have enjoyed having tea parties in the cubby 

house patio and have done some building in our 

construction area.  As this area is still a work in progress 

the children have been talking about all the tools and 

materials that they will need to make their creations. 

They have been learning to respect our plants around 

the patio and allowing them to grow.  We look forward 

to watching this space completed.   Th 

The four year olds had an amazing trip to Taumutu 

Marae and experienced part 

of our bicultural community.  

We learnt about the way we 

walk onto a Marae and why 

the girls go first, because our 

brave male warriors need to 

protect their wahine/women.  The tamariki 

experienced a hongi where noses touch as a welcome, 

created their own Maori art, spoke their Mihi 

(Introduced themselves and where they come from) 

with the support of Fiona our kaiako/teacher at the 

marae and watched her make some amazing weavings 

with harakeke /flax.  We also participated in a group 

play and learnt some new songs.   What an experience 

for our older children to be a part of and learn how to 

whaka-ute /respect, manaaki /care and herenga 

/connect with our Maori Iwi and culture. 

A huge thank you to all the parents that joined us on 

our expedition we couldn’t have done it without you 

and we hope you also enjoyed the experience and 

learnt something about Taumutu. 

As Halloween approaches we have been 

doing some art work for our display, have you 

seen our floating pumpkins and flying bats???  

We have also made some play dough monsters 

and a scary Ghost House.   

The transition programme from the Nursery to 

the Preschool has involved small group outings to 

Almond Park and the library, where our four year old 

leaders support the nursery children and begin building 

relationships.  This has been a fun experience to be out 

in our community and get to learn more about each 

other.  The children always want to come along and 

look forward to the trip when it is their turn.  We look 

forward to more of these next month and following 

into the New Year. 

Have a good month from the Preschool team.    
 

PROFILE BOOKS 
If you would like to take your child’s book 
home to share with other family members 

at any time please just let a teacher know 
you are taking it and remember to return so the 
teachers can add new stories to it. 
 
The profile books are currently being prepared in 
readiness for you to take home over the Christmas 
break and share with extended family.  
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BIRTHDAYS IN NOVEMBER 
We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
Happy November Birthday……… 
Noah Lessen (5) 
Theo Robertson (5) 
Isabella Limbe (5) 
Frank Gallagher (5) 
Oliver Spence (5) 
Jake Mulholland (5) 
Maddison Mackie (5) 
Archie Butler (5) 
Alessandra Carroll-Pudney (4) 
Brockton Kerr (3) 
Grace Jenkins (2) 
Freddie Cox (2) 
 
Off to school this month are Theo and Isabella. We wish 
you both the best of luck on your new adventure.  

 
SIGNING IN /OUT 
Please remember to sign your child in and out along 
with the time you arrive and leave.  This is a Ministry 
requirement for our license.  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
Canterbury Day – Friday 16th November – CLOSED 

Kirwee Show – Saturday 24th November 

Christmas Party – Sunday 9th December 11.30am – 
2pm 

Christmas – We will close from 5pm Friday 21st 
December and reopen at 7.30am on Monday 7th 
January 2019 

 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  
 

Clare and the team 

 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobile: 027 594 8423 (text only) 

 

http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/

