
 
 

 

Welcome back to Preschool for another exciting year 
of fun, learning and friendships. We’ve been hearing all 
about the children’s holiday adventures and it sounds 
like they’ve all had lots of fun.  It’s lovely to see them 
reconnect with the friends they haven’t seen for a few 
weeks and chatter as they play.  We have said goodbye 
to a few more children off to school and welcomed 
some new families to our centre.  
 
Hope you enjoy the 1st edition of this year’s newsletter.  
 

Just a reminder that we are closed on 
Wednesday for Waitangi Day.  
 

WAITANGI DAY 
Tomorrow is Waitangi Day and 

offers us the opportunity to 

reflect on what the 

Tiriti/Treaty means and looks 

like for the tamariki and kaiako 

at Preschool. We endeavour to 

understand the cultural heritages and working 

inclusively of both parties of the treaty.  

There are three principles of the Treaty, Partnership, 

Participation and Protection and these are woven 

through our centre philosophy and national 

curriculum. On a daily basis this takes many shapes and 

forms. Just observing the tamariki playing together in 

the sandpit, art table, bike track or assault course, all of 

the tamariki have the equal opportunity to participate 

and experience the benefits of working in partnership 

with other children and adults. The kaiako are close by 

to offer assistance in developing social and emotional 

skills to ensure these are both nurtured and protected.  

When we work with tamariki whānau, we do so in 

partnership to ensure the highest outcomes for each 

individual child. We invite you to participate in daily 

and special events as well as the ongoing learning 

journeys for your child. Kaiako protect your right to 

access a high quality education service for your child, 

the relationships you develop within this and the 

experience that you and your child have here.  

STAFFING 
An end of an era is happening!!!!! 
Wendi is leaving us to start a new period of her life at a 
new centre. Wendi has been with us for over 10 years 
and it will certainly be different without her. I hope you 
will join us in wishing her well in her new job. Her last 
day will be Friday 15th February and you are all 
welcome to come along at mat time, sing along with 
the children, reminisce of times gone by and say 
farewell. 
For the time being you will see more of Jane (Nursery 
Head Teacher) in the preschool to support the team 
through this transition period. We will do everything 
possible to support staff and families through this time. 

 
EDUCA Eportfolios – Exciting news 
Hopefully you will have all received a letter with a form 
to sign to give us permission to add your child to our 
new online profile book (Eportfolio) EDUCA.  
When your child is added you will be invited to join. 
From then you can start adding pictures and stories 
about your child and invite other family members. 
On the Message Board page there is a small video on 
how to do things. However, we are happy to run an 
evening where we can show you what to do. We 
thought we would wait until the end of February and 
see how you are all getting on and whether you need 
some more help. 
 If you think you would like some further help let us 
know. We will look at doing an 
evening in March if there is some 
interest. 
 
We really hope you enjoy using the 
system, and remember we will 
continue to put the stories in the 
profile books for the children to revisit. They do not 
look as fancy but the pictures and the contents will still 
be the same.  
 

WET & SOILED CLOTHES 
We have no plastic bags here for wet or soiled clothes.  
Any wet clothes will be put in the front pocket of your 
child’s backpack unless another bag is provides.  We 
still have lots of wet bags available from the office for 
$10 if you’d like to purchase one. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

WATER BOTTLES 
Please be assured that we are refilling your child’s drink 
bottle throughout the day on these 
hot days and encouraging them to 
drink more water. We also always 
have a jug of fresh water available 
for children if they have forgotten 
their drink bottle. 
 

UPDATING YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 
Please remember to give us any new phone numbers, 
email addresses or home addresses if you have 
changed any of these over the Christmas break so that 
we can keep our system up to date. We often don’t find 
out people have changed numbers until we need to 
contact them!! Also, please check that the people you 
put down as next emergency contact (grandparents, 
friends etc) still have the same contact details too. 
Please check with Lou if you’re not sure we have the 
correct details. Thank you.  

 
NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia ora and happy new year to all our children and 
whānau. It has been an extremely exciting and 
rewarding start to the year, reuniting with everyone 
and catching up on holiday news and adventures. The 
children have settled amazingly well, returning to their 
favourite areas of interest as well as showing us new 
skills which have developed over the break. Thank you 
to all those families who have shared holiday photos. 
We have created a display board 
of these pictures and frequently 
revisit these with the children. This 
is great for initiating conversation 
and making meaningful links 
between childrens home and the 
Nursery. As kaiako it helps us to 
better understand and build on 
the interests and knowledge your 
children bring with them.  
Water play has been a huge interest that has emerged 

and with the warm weather we have been able to 

provide lots of activities to extend this focus. It is 

exciting to see evidence of children’s experiences with 

water over the Christmas break with families sharing 

pictures of visits to the beach, lake, swimming pool or 

just having fun at home in the bath/paddling pool. 

Having this information is reassurance that water is a 

meaningful interest and fun way to extend learning in 

multiple directions. In the Nursery we have created a 

display ‘Learning through water play’ to share with you 

all the wonderful learning that we have observed and 

continue to support through having fun with water. If 

you have any ideas or resources that would support 

this please let us know. 

 Over the past couple of weeks we have welcomed 

some new families to our Nursery whānau. Fynn, 

Oliver, and Ethan have been settling and over the 

coming weeks will be attending on a regular basis. It 

has been lovely to observe our older children’s 

curiosity at seeing new faces and to watch them 

happily accept and show excitement at sharing their 

space and learning with others. We warmly welcome 

all our new families and look forward to working closely 

with you to support your childs learning. 

From the Nursery team - Jane, Chelsey, Pietta, Sara, 
Janice, Mel, Netty and Kate  

 

IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL…. 
Well Kohitãtea (January) has flown by and we are now 

into Hui-tanguru (February)! It was fantastic hearing 

everything the tamariki (children) got up to over their 

Xmas break. We have loved 

hearing all about their holidays 

and what Santa gave them for 

Xmas. 

We had a few quieter weeks 

at the beginning of January, 

but now we have the majority 

of the children back and the Preschool is a 

lot busier.  

We have had the mobile library bus visit, with the 

children getting some new and exciting reading books 

for the Kaiako to read to them. Over the Xmas break 

and due to the warmer weather, the veggie garden 

has seen many of the veggies and fruit flourished and 

ready to be eaten (particularly the strawberries).  

The weather has been superb this past week and the 

tamariki have coped really well, 

considering hot temps most day, 

thank goodness for water play! 

Corita organised a water slide 

down the hill (yes she participated 

with them), which the tamariki 

loved. It was a great way to cool 

down!  

The children have really settled back into their 

Preschool environment and the Kaiako are feeling 

excited about this coming year and what learning they 

will provide for your child (ren). We now have most 

parents set up on Educa and the teachers are 

beginning to document your child’s learning on the 

new platform.  



 
 

Sadly, at the beginning of each 

year we say goodbye to a number 

of tamariki beginning their year at 

primary school. The Preschool 

seems a little quieter without 

them! We wish them all well and 

look forward to seeing them on 

our school visits. 

Lastly, I am leaving and just want to say goodbye and 

thank you to all the parents/families and children that 

have been a huge part of my teaching career! I have 

taken a new role within another Early Childcare 

Centre and begin my new job in the middle of 

February. As Kaiako Hayley keeps reminding me, I 

have been here longer than the building! I feel blessed 

that I have worked in a Centre where I have 

developed some long lasting friendships and 

relationships with both you and your child (ren). It has 

been a privilege to have been a small part of your 

child’s preschool life! They are all unique and 

amazing! 

Ka kite ano! Wendi x 

From the Preschool team - Wendi, Abby, Amy, Ariana, 
Corita, Hayley, Jasmine, Melissa, Samm & Sarah 

 

STAFF PROFILES 
Kia ora, my name is Janice Pennells and I have been a 
teacher at DPN for 12 years, the last 18 months in the 

Nursery. I absolutely love my job and the 
daily rewards it provides.  Children are 
truly amazing and I feel priveleged to be 
a part of their early learning and 
discoveries! I have a passion for valuing 
families in their child’s learning journey 

and connecting with the experiences they have outside 
of Preschool in order to better support their interests.   
In my spare time I like exploring the great outdoors 

with my husband and our two dogs. I also try hard to 

keep up with my two teenage children who are both 

enjoying continued learning and new adventures. 

***** 

Kia ora, I’m Kate Pooley and I have lived in Oxford for 
five years now, more recently 
with my dog Blue. I came from 
England in January 2014 with 
a BeD (hons) for teaching 
primary children. But my 
great passion is working with 
preschool children so in 2016 I did an online Grad Dip 
to teach ECE at NZTC and have been working with 

younger children for the last three years, both as a 
permanent member of staff and as a reliever.  
 
Over the Christmas break I have been most fortunate 
to have my entire family at my home at the same time! 

 

PROFILE BOOKS 
Profile books are always available for you to 

take home and share with other family 
members. Feel free to add pages with photos of any 
adventures you had over the holidays as we’d love to 
see them and talk about them with your child. 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY 
We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
Happy February Birthday……… 
 
Harry Pooley (3) 
Cate Hughes (1) 
Wilbur Gallagher (4) 
Jack Makogon (5) 
Lexi Hanson (5) 
Finn Keogh (4) 
Jackson Rodgers (4)  
Ellis Rudman (3) 

 
We say a sad goodbye to Maddison 
Mackie, Oliver Spence, Jack 
Makogon, Jackson Riches-Churstain 
and Lexi Hanson who are both off to 
school, we wish you all the best. 

 
APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Although it seems a bit far away to be thinking of it – 
please could you have a think and let us know if your 
child will be away from preschool for those 2 weeks. 
The dates of the school holidays are Monday 15th April 
– Friday 26th April and does include Easter and Anzac 
day in the middle of them. Many people are taking the 
few days off to allow them a long holiday period. We 
would appreciatte knowing if this is your plan so that 
we can plan with our teachers. Thank you. 

 

LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone       
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until late this year. The nursery 
is also starting to fill up with all our new babies. We try 
very hard to be able to accommodate everyone but if 
you do need to change anything, the sooner you can 
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pre warn us the better. We do appreciate your 
understanding when we are unable to.    
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us NOW even if they don’t turn 3 until 2020. 

 
SIGNING IN /OUT 
Please remember to sign your child in and out along 
with the time you arrive and leave.  This is a Ministry 
requirement for our license.  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
Waitangi Day – Wednesday 6th February – closed 

School holidays – Mon 15th April – Friday 26th April 

Good Friday – Friday 19th April - closed 

Easter Monday – Monday 22nd April - closed 

ANZAC Day – Thursday 25th April - closed 

Queen’s Birthday – Monday 3rd June - closed 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  
 

Clare and the team  

 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobile: 027 594 8423 (text only)   
 

http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/

