
 
 

This is our last newsletter of the 
year, it’s gone so quick but we have had so 
much fun. We would like to wish everyone 
a safe and happy holiday.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ACCOUNTS 
Please ensure your account is up to date before 
Christmas.  The last invoice for the year will be sent out 
17th December.  If you are having problems paying your 
account please come and see us in the office, we don’t 
bite! 

 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Thank you to everyone that came along to 
our Christmas Party on Sunday.  We hope 
you enjoyed yourselves as much as we 
did.  It was lovely to see so many of you 

here having fun. 
 

EPortfolios – Exciting news 
In response to the findings of our internal review last 

year on strengthening our partnerships with whànau, 

the centre has conducted a small scale trial using 

ePortfolios. These are web based portfolios specifically 

designed for education services as a way of involving 

parents and their wider family in their child’s learning. 

They allow for more immediacy of information sharing 

and are accessible at anytime, anywhere in the world! 

The response from both the parents and teachers 

involved in this trial has been hugely positive. The 

online ePortfolio enhances connectedness, is easy to 

use and provides an avenue for sharing current 

information about children’s interests and ways they 

like to learn. These exchanges of information positively 

impacts on children’s learning. Partnering with families 

and facilitating the continuity of learning support 

between home and centre is a big part of our centres’ 

philosophy. Therefore, 2019 will see us including 

ePortfolios as a way of strengthening how we work 

together to do the very best we can for our tamariki. 

Please be assured that we will keep the hard copy 

profile books and there will be lots of support available 

in how to be a part of this exciting innovation!  

If you really do not wish to be a part of the eportfolio 

system that is ok and we will still be continuing to put 

stories etc in to your child’s profile books. 

UNCLAIMED CLOTHING ETC…  
Please have a good look through the lost property box 
outside for anything that may be your child’s.  Anything 
unclaimed when we close on the 21st December will be 
going to the Women’s Refuge. 

 
CALENDARS ETC  
Nearly all of the calendars have been given out.  If you 
haven’t received yours yet please pop into the office 
and collect it.   
 

This is always a good fundraiser – this year we have 

raised a fantastic $1624.00 We will of course let you 
know what we are going to use it for as the teachers 
and children are putting 
together a wish list of exciting 
new resources. 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
orders calendars etc.  
 

WET BAGS 
We have lots of new design wet bags.  They make great 
Christmas presents and can be used for putting wet 
togs in after swimming.  $10 each from the office. 

 
NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Wow we cant believe it is December already.  Where 
has this year gone?  We have had a busy month in the 
nursery trying to get outside when the weather has 
allowed us.  The children have been practicing their 
climbing, balancing and co-ordination skills as they 
tackle the challenges on the obstacle course, slides 
and the rocking horse. 
 

Inside the children’s  interest 
in books continues.  We had 
a lovely donation of books 
from the McIntosh family 

**XMAS HOLIDAYS** 
Just a reminder that we will be closing on Friday 
21st December at 5pm and reopening on 
Monday 7th January 2019 at 7.30am.   
 
This will give our teachers, staff and the children 
2 lovely weeks off to rest and recoup ready for 
the New Year. 
 
We hope you all have a lovely Christmas break 
and will see you in the New Year.  



 
 

with lots of our favourite books such as Maisy, Hairy 
Maclary and Spot. 
 
The month of December has  also been very busy with 
a large group of children turning two.  We have been 
busy supporting them and the preschool staff to make 
their transition as smooth and stress free as possible.  
The children have been amazing taking all the 
changes, especially the larger enviroment, all in their 
stride and have quickly made realtionships with the 
preschool teachers and their 
peers.  The preschool children 
have also been wonderful 
support, helping and showing 
them where everything is and 
playing alongside them.   
 
We sadly said goodbye to Seán and his family.  Good 
luck on your new adventures.  We have welcomed 
Arlan and his family to the preschool family.  We are 
sure you are going to have a great time at preschool 
Arlan. 
 

We hope everybody has a great 
lead up to Christmas.  Please 
remember that on the sunny days 
(that are hopefully arriving soon) 
send plenty of spare named clothes 

for when the children are engaged in water play. 
 
If you are thinking of extending your hours or 
changing days we have spaces available on Mondays 
and Fridays for the new year.  Please see Jane, Clare 
or Lou if you would like to discuss this. 
 
Happy holidays from Jane, Chelsey, Pietta, Sara, 
Janice, Mel, Netty and Kate  

 

IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL…. 
Over the past month Preschool tamariki have been 
immersed in a variety of diverse experiences. Many 
have seen our tamariki travelling around the district on 
a number of excursions. 
 
Following on from last month’s Marae visit, the 

tamariki visited Darfield Rec 
Centre where they watched 
with excitement the Kupa 
Haka festival undertaken by 
students from our local 
primary and high schools. 
 

Kaiako Abby and Sara have continued to extend 
tamariki’s learning by revisiting Almond Park for some 
glorious outdoor adventures.  It has strengthened 
relationships between the nursery and preschool 

children which has seen them interacting positively in 
the preschool environment. 
 
Hororata Primary School welcomed some preschool 
tamariki for a morning in which it gave them the 
opportunity to become involved in school life. This 
included learning alongside a ‘buddy’ to expand on the 
understanding of school routines. A highlight was 
playing in the big playground. 
 
An exciting trip to Lincoln saw our children observe ad 
interact in a Craig Smith show.  He sung all the books 
we know but the favourite was of course The Wonky 
Donkey, seeing this performed by a ‘real person’ 
brought the book to life and gave our tamariki a chance 
to extend on their knowledge. 
 
The annual Kirwee Show was a little wet this year, 
however this did not dampen (no pun intended) the 
spirit of the parent and Kaiako helpers. We hope some 
of you were able to visit the preschool’s science display 
in the tent. 
 
Glentunnel Pet Day was another great outing and 
enabled tamariki to develop their learning skills among 
older children. It also 
allowed them moments 
to interact and observe 
with different types of 
animals and the strange 
noises some of them 
make including a very load 
goat which made us all jump!   
 
A spectacular mud fight emerged after Kaiako Abby 
and Samm took a group of strong tamariki to gather 
some tyres from the paddock.  The evolution quickly 
saw Kaiako and tamariki in fits of laughter which then 
encouraged many others to participate.  This was then 
excitedly relayed by the children to parents on picks up. 
 
We’ve had so many birthdays this last 
month and so much cake!  We’ve said 
goodbye to children heading off to 
school and will be fare welling a few 
more at the end of January as they 
begin their school journey too. 
 
As Christmas is just around the corner we are involving 
ourselves in many festive experiences such as 
development of our grotto, painting and decorating 
Christmas trees, stained glass windows, reindeer 
pictures and much more. We hope you all enjoy the 
Christmas break together and we look forward to 
seeing you next Year. 
Merry Christmas from the Preschool team    



 
 

PROFILE BOOKS 
Profile books will be available for you to take 
home and share with other family members 

from Wednesday 19th December. Please pop 
in and collect your child’s book if you’re not going to be 
in next week. Feel free to add pages with photos of 
your Christmas adventures you had over the holidays 
as we’d love to see them when you return in the New 
Year. You can send your photos in to us and we can 
print them is you would like. 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER 
We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
Happy December Birthday……… 
Sheena Butler-Chapman (3) 
Isabella Boulton (4) 
Jack Faulkner (5) 
Noel Cattermole (5) 
Fletcher Monk (4) 
Maddison Aarts (2) 
Pip Bedford (2) 
Claudia King (2) 
Zione Limbe (4) 
Angus Scollay (2) 
Aiden Lenssen (3) 
Sophia Stechmann (5) 
 
We say a sad goodbye to Archie Butler, Dixie Deans and 
Sophia Stechmann who are all off to school in the New 
Year, we wish you all the best. 

 

LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone       
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until late 2019, yes that’s 
2019!!!!  The nursery is also starting to fill for 2019 with 
all our new babies. We try very hard to be able to 
accommodate everyone but if you do need to change 
anything about, the sooner you 
can pre warn us the better. We 
do appreciate your 
understanding when we are 
unable to.    
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us NOW even if they don’t turn 3 until 2020. 

 
SIGNING IN /OUT 

Please remember to sign your child in and out along 
with the time you arrive and leave.  This is a Ministry 
requirement for our license.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
Close - 5pm Friday 21st December  
Reopen Monday 7th January 2019 

Waitangi Day – Wednesday 6th February - closed 

 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  
 

Clare and the team  

 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobile: 027 594 8423 (text only) 
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