
 
 

 

Isn’t it great to see the sunshine again? We are very 
excited for the hangi this week, hope you can come! 
More info below.  Have a great month.  

 
HANGI 
This Thursday is our Hangi evening and we can’t wait! 
Please can you donate a vegetable or two before 
Thursday (and some meat if you have any spare). There 
will be a kete (basket) in the foyer for the vegetables.  
 
Please arrive with your cutlery and plates from 5.30pm 
and we aim to be eating from 6pm. 
 
A gold coin donation would be much appreciated, we 
will use this for our carpentry area. Please RSVP by 
email or the sheet on the sign-in desk with how many 
adults and children will be coming with your family. 

 

AGM  
Thank you to everyone who came to our AGM last 
week. If anyone would like to see our annual report or 
accounts it’s available from the office. 
   
Our new Board members are Sian Jenkins, Karyn 
Scollay, Sarah Grenfell and Nicolle Hughes. They join 
Brandon, Cat, Fiona and Charlotte. We will be electing 
a new Chairperson at our next Board meeting. Our 
thanks to Jane Thwaites and Kim Wendover who have 
left the Board. 
 

PARENT INTERVIEWS & CURRICULUM 

EVENING 
Thank you to everyone who came 
along to see the teachers and/or to 
the curriculum evening, we hope 
you found it informative and useful. 
Clare will be handing out feedback forms but feel free 
to come to the office and get one. 

 
STAFFING UPDATES 
We welcome Samm and Jeanette as new relievers to 
our Centre. You will probably already have met Samm 
as she worked a few day last week. 
 
Amy will be away on a big trip to Europe for most of 
August and her hours will be covered by our relievers. 
Jasmine will be on ‘home’ placement for 4 weeks here 
at our Centre. 

TEACHER ONLY DAY 
We would really like to say a huge thank you to all our 

parents and our Board of Trustees, for your support in 

allowing us to have a Teacher Only Day. It was a very 

beneficial day for us as teachers to be able to get 

together for a whole day and discuss topics all 

together.  

During our normal working day there are generally 

only 2 or 3 teachers in the staff room at any one time, 

with everyone coming and going for their tea break or 

lunch. It can be very difficult for us to cover topics as a 

whole team. We also have 

meetings once a fortnight where 

we are all together but there is 

always a lot of information to 

get through. 

This year we have had an update to our curriculum, Te 

Whāriki and to our teaching profession - Code and 

Standards. The Teacher Only Day gave us a fantastic 

opportunity to discuss these documents as a whole 

team and talk about their implications for continuing 

to ensure quality practice within our centre. It 

certainly enabled us to visit what we do well, as well 

as brainstorm some aspects to improve on. All of this 

is to ensure better learning for your children.  

Our other great achievement for the day was to 

discuss our team’s vision for our centre which sets the 

foundation for what we value and how it will inspire 

us for greater outcomes for children.  We will be 

sharing this with you shortly and look forward to lots 

of feedback.  

We did also get to eat lots of 

great food and have a little fun 

as a team - we had to make our 

way over the ‘lava field’ outside, 

using only paper plates, and 

work out where we were on a 

scale of age and when are birthday was, all without 

talking.  As you can imagine the silence didn’t last very 

long! 

DARFIELD PRIMARY INFO EVENING 
New Entrant and Prospective Parent Information 
Evening on Thursday 16 August 2018 at 6.30pm in the 
Pikopiko Space – all welcome. 

 
Go along and hear all about their New Entrant 
programmes at Darfield Primary School. They would 
like all parents to attend of children going to the 
school in the next few years. 
 



 
 

SIGNING IN /OUT 
Please remember to sign your child in and out along 
with the time you arrive and leave.  This is a Ministry 
requirement for our license.  
 

 
LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone 
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until late 2019, yes that’s 
2019!!!!  However, currently we do have some spaces 
in the nursery for children 1 and under. 
 

We are not able to change any current booking if you 
have not already asked and been added to the list, 
sorry. 
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us now even if they don’t turn 3 until 2020. 

 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia Ora whanau, 
July has been a busy and exciting month in the 

Nursery with lots of wonderful learning. 

Luckily the weather has been mostly kind and we have 

continued to use every opportunity to explore the 

outdoors. Bikes, cars, balancing activities and the 

sandpit and kitchen continue to be favourites. The 

whare at the top of the slide, which catches the 

morning sun, has become a popular spot for enjoying 

group stories, action rhymes and 

songs. It is also a fantastic viewing 

platform. Our children are 

naturally observant and love to 

point out different things in the 

wider environment. This is a great 

conversation starter and a 

meaningful way to connect with 

and extend on what the children 

notice. 

Learning about communication concepts and how 

images and language are associated continues to be a 

strong interest amongst 

our Nursery whānau. 

The ongoing focus on 

animals is a great asset 

in this as we extend on 

the childrens 

understandings of how information can be 

represented in multiple ways. You may have noticed 

the poaka (pig) behind the sofa and last week the 

children created a hoiho (horse). This was in response 

to a group interest in the nearby horses which we can 

see from the top of the slide or through the window. 

We enjoyed a spontaneous walk over to see the 

horses which was followed by a group activity painting 

a horse. Magnetic stories, creative art, activities 

involving farm animals and lots of books and songs are 

some of methods we are using to build on the 

childrens vocabularly. Thank you to all parents for 

those snippets of information you share with us, this 

really helps us to connect with your child in 

meaningful ways.  

Our kitchen and the interest in family play continues 

to diversify and strengthen. Most mornings cups of 

tea and varying items of 

culinary delight are 

industriously being made by 

our tamariki. They love to busy 

themselves with pots, pans and 

utensils role playing differing 

family events and being very 

generous with their gifts of food and drink. On some 

days we have a hut set up inside which doubles as a 

house, place to put babies to bed or just a lovely spot 

to hide.  Playdough has been another addition where 

children can mould, cut and roll shapes and create 

goodies. This is great for 

their fine motor 

development and also an 

activity which initiates lots of 

connections and shared 

conversations.   

Our friends Kendall and Mackenzie turned two last 

week. You have both been very special members of 

our Nursery and whilst we know that you are loving 

the new challenges and learning in the Preschool 

please remember to visit us anytime you like. In July 

we welcomed into our Nursery whānau two new 

families Kate, Stephen and Molly,  and Amy, Lachie 

and Milly (big brother Jack is in the Preschool).  This 

month we will also welcome Seth, Seān and Cate and 

their families to the nursery.  Both Seth and Cate have 

older siblings (Faith and Hadley) in the Preschool. 

The Nursery Team  
Jane, Chelsey, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel, and Kate  
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IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL….. 
What an exciting month we have had! We have been 
very busy, with lots of new experiences. 
  
The Kaiako had a busy teacher’s only day and created 
a new learning space. This has been a big hit with the 
tamariki. They have loved exploring the new family 
corner. It has been amazing hearing all the different 
ideas and chatter that has come from this corner. We 
have an awesome new kitchen area that our Kaiako 
Sarah made.  What incredible imaginations the 
tamariki have. 
  
We have continued on from last month to explore 
Matariki. This has led to an amazing wall display on 
Matariki that the tamariki have loved being involved 

in. The Kaiako have also 
continued to share 
stories. Ariana has been 
sharing the story about 
the Southern Alps in the 
sandpit.  The children 
had fun creating the 
mountain range with the 

sand. We are all looking forward to the Hangi to 
celebrate Matariki.  

  
Even though it has been chilly outside, that hasn’t 
stopped us from exploring. The children just love 
being outside. During this month there has been a lot 
of investigating with science 
experiments. Abby created a 
rocket that was powered by 
baking soda and vinegar. The 
children loved it.  
 
We welcome Kendall and Mackenzie and their families 
into the Preschool, hope you have lots of fun with us. 
  
We look forward to another exciting filled month.  
 
Have a good month from the preschool team.    

 
PROFILE BOOKS 
If you would like to take your child’s book home to 
share with other family members at any time please 
just let a teacher know you are taking it and remember 
to return it! 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please take the time to have a look through the huge 
pile of lost property in the box.  Lots of hoodies, 
jackets etc that must belong to someone’s child?  
Anything left at the end of next week will be donated 
to charity or disposed of. 
 

JACK n JILL PHOTOS   

On Sunday 23rd September we will be doing our Jack N 
Jill Photo fundraiser so save this date if you are 
interested.  More details to come…. 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST 

We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
happy August birthday. 

Mitchell Grigg (5) 

Anna George (4) 

Tamati Rangi (4) 

Lachlan Dennis (4) 

Cooper Riches-Churstain (2) 

Riley Van der Heyden (4) 

Chelsea Van Leeuwen (3) 

Ryker Kaal (5) 

Eden Watts (5) 

Mitchell will be leaving us to start school and we wish 
him all the very best, we will miss you Mitchell  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
 

Hangi – Thursday 2nd August 5.30pm  

Jack n Jill Photos – Sunday 23rd September 

School holidays – 1st to 12th October 

Labour Day – Monday 22nd October CLOSED 

Canterbury Day – Friday 16th November CLOSED 

Finish for Christmas – Friday 21st December at 5pm 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK –ONLY 1 LEFT! 

If you would like to order the last book or digital 
membership please click on the link below: 

Order by clicking on the link    
: https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/
9a27754 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/9a27754
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/9a27754


 
 

Did you know........ 

Each child in the centre has a ‘Key Teacher’ who is 

the person responsible for developing a reciprical 

relationship with the family and maintaining the 

child’s assessment documentation (their profile 

book). 

The Key teacher wil ensure your child’s interests 

and learing is extended by working alongside 

other teachers to plan meaningful experiences. 

If you would like more info please speak to a 

teacher. 

He aha te mea nui? He tangata 
He tangata 
He tangata  

 

What is the greatest thing?  

It is people 
It is people 
It is people  

This very well-known whakatauki was 
chosen for this panui, as it embodies the 
spirit of our beliefs.  
 
Kia ora koutou,  
 
On behalf of all of all Malvern Learning 
Centres, we would like to invite your whānau 
to a: 

Malvern Māori Whānau Hui  

Do you remember your best memories 
from your school time? How about your 
toughest challenges? Our tamariki are 
participants in an education system 
that is ever evolving - and we want you 
to be part of it. What advice would you 
have for your teachers’ today?  

Our Malvern Learning Centres are 
committed to ensuring Māori culture 
and language remains alive and 
relevant. We need whānau voice to 
share your wants, desires, and 
aspirations for your tamariki.  

Come along and enjoy some hot soup 
and buns. Tamariki are more than 
welcome to join in. There will be a 
space set aside for entertainment.  

Monday 13th August5pm to 6pm 

At the Baptist Church, Darfield.  
 

Please RSVP to: 

kay@sheffieldprimary.school.nz.  

Any questions can also be directed to Kay at 

the above email.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  
 

Clare and the team 
 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobile: 027 594 8423 (text only) 
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