
 
 

Winter is here and it’s cold and dark.  Although we have 
now passed the shortest day so we may notice it 
getting a little light each morning soon. 
 
Keep warm and throw another log on the fire, grab a 
cuppa and enjoy reading this edition of our newsletter.  

 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Please remember to let us know if your child is going to 
be absent during the school holidays.  If they are absent 
without notification you will be charged the full fee. 

 

DRESSING FOR WINTER 
Please ensure your child has a warm jacket and socks 
and shoes (or gumboots) to 
play outside in.  It is very 
cold at the moment and we 
will keep them inside for 
their own well-being if they 
are inappropriately dressed.  

 

AGM – 24th July 
We will be holding our AGM on Tuesday 24th July at 
7.30pm at Darfield Library – all welcome. 
 
Have you ever thought of becoming a Board of Trustees 
member? If you are interested please see Clare for 
more info. 

 
PARENT INTERVIEWS– 3rd July 5pm–7pm 

Thank you to everyone who has made appointments to 
see their child’s teacher - see you tonight. 
 

CURRICULUM EVENING – Tues 3rd July 
You are all welcome to come along and listen to our 
teachers talk about how the NZ 
Curriculum fits in to our everyday 
at Preschool.  Tonight  7pm – 8pm 
 

WIG WEDNESDAY – 20th June 
This was a great day, seeing everyone with funny hair 
or crazy wigs. We raised $26.50 for Child Cancer, thank 
you  

  

4 YEAR OLD SLEEPOVERS 
These were a huge success.  Both the 
teachers and the children had a 
wonderful time. Some children are 
already looking forward to their turn 
next year. Thank you to all our 
teachers that gave up their own time 
to stay or help with both sleep-overs. 

 

GREAT WEBSITE – worth a look 
Clare was recently at a meeting and one of the guest 
speakers was one of the instigators of the All Right? 
Campaign. This was set up after the earthquake to help 
everyone with their mental health and wellbeing. 
 
There are so many awesome things on this website - it 
is really worth a look. There are articles, tools for 
parents on all sorts of topics and activities for you to do 
with your children. 

https://allright.org.nz/ 
 

PARKING 
Please could you park in the main cark park 
area when dropping off or picking up your 

children as this has been designed with their (and your) 
safety in mind.  
 

Please do not park in the staff car park as we have many 
teachers that start and finish at different times,  
delivery trucks, postal vans etc and this is not a safe 
place to unload and load your children. Thank you 

 

STAFFING UPDATES 
This month we say goodbye to Barb who is leaving us 
to pursue other interests. Good luck Barb we will miss 
you.  
 
Jane has settled well into her role in the Nursery and 
she will be here 5 days a week from 16th July. 

 
SIGNING IN /OUT 
Please remember to sign your child in and out along 
with the time you arrive and leave.  This is a Ministry 
requirement for our license.  
 

We recently had an audit by the Ministry of Education 
and this was one thing they commented on, that some 
parents were regularly not signing their children in or 
out. Please do as it may affect the funding we get.  
 
 

 

TEACHER ONLY DAY  
 

We will be closed on Friday 13th July for a Teacher 
Only day to enable us to get together as a 
complete team for some professional 
development.   
Thank you for your understanding, no charge will 
be made for the day. 
 

https://allright.org.nz/


 
 

LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone 
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until late 2019, yes that’s 
2019!!!!  However, currently we do have some spaces 
in the nursery for children 1 and under. 
 

We are not able to change any current booking if you 
have not already asked and been added to the list, 
sorry. 
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us now even if they don’t turn 3 until 2020. 

 
NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia Ora whanau, 
We have had a particularly creative month with the 
children showing an interest in expressing themselves 
in a range of ways including some exciting art activities. 
Our children have enjoyed many group creative 

experiences such as painting with 
different utensils, investigating using 
crayons, pencils and pens and 
exploring with playdough. Creative 
art is great for sensory learning, helps 
fine motor development and provides 
an opportunity to express ideas in an 
open-ended way. Art can also 

promote conversation building on comunication skills 
as children experiment with making connections with 
everyday concepts. Our children have been busy 
making matariki stars which are on display behind the 
lunchbox trolley as well as the background night sky 
which was a collective piece of work.  
 
Thank you to all our families for contributing fruit for 
our shared kai. This has been a lovely collaborative way 
for us to be a part of celebrations relating to the Maōri 
new year matariki. Coming together to share kai and 
reflect is an important aspect of Matariki. Both 
teachers and children have really enjoyed this 
collective time together, an opportunity for 
conversation, reflection on the day and enjoyment at 
just being with each other. We are still waiting for a 
nice warm sunny day so that we may enjoy some 
shared kai outside. We will keep this going for the 
month of July and then ask for your feedback to see 
whether this is something to continue with.  
Despite winter having well and truly arrived we have 
endeavoured to give our tamariki lots of time outside 

to explore. Most often this means piling on extra layers 
and ensuring boots and hats are put on and then taken 
off again when back inside. We have been truly amazed 
at how our children have adapted to this additional 
task and are proud of how they are showing an interest 
in developing their independence and taking 
ownership of their belongings. Additionally many of 
the children are enthusastic and willing to support their 
younger peers in getting ready to go outside. This 
nurturing is lovely to see and a great start to developing 
life long skills in caring for others.  
 
Animals continue to be a strong interest which we have 
been supporting through 
books, puppets and the 
childrens individual photos of 
family pets. These photos are a 
valuable resource providing 
meaningful connections 
between home and centre which supports a sense of 
ownership and belonging. They are also great 
conversation starters which assists children’s literacy 
and communication development. Whilst the bunny 
has not been a frequent visitor of late we have been 
continuing to view the manu (birds) who love to sit on 
the fence or sometimes venture to ground level. The 
children have been enjoying feeding the birds on a 
regular basis, filling the birdhouse with seed is a lovely 
co-operative activity with exciting learning rewards. 
This month we have welcomed Jane our new head 
teacher  to our team. Sara continues to work three days 
a week with us. We also welcome Lexi, Becks and 
Gareth to our Nursery whānau. 
The Nursery Team  
Jane, Chelsey, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel, and Kate  

 

IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL….. 
Kia ora Whānau, we have had a very busy month here 
in the Preschool with lots of very exciting experiences 
happening for all the children.   
 
We held our annual sleep-over for the older children 
that are heading off to school. This was held over two 
different nights and they were jam packed with loads 
of fun for both the Kaiako and tamariki. Each of the 
sleep-overs were followed by a jammie day – a 
favourite of everyone.   
 
During the month of June through to July we are 
celebrating Matariki – the Māori New Year.  We have 
been busy preparing vegetables and making soup to 

share – yum yum and Ariana has 
been helping the children with 
some flax weaving as they make 
Matariki kites to hang on the wall.   
The Kaiako have been talking with 
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the children about Matariki and what it means to us as 
a centre and for the wider community.  We have been 
sharing stories with the children in many different 
forms, lots of exciting experiences to be had as our 
learning continues into this month.  
 
Last week we were very lucky to have St Johns come 
and spend some time with the children sharing very 
important information about 
their service.  We had a story 
read to us, stickers given and 
to top it off we listened to an 
ambulance siren, this was a 
cause of great excitement for 
the children.  We are looking forward to another 
action-packed month ahead.  
 
Have a good month from the Preschool Team  

 

PROFILE BOOKS 
If you would like to take your child’s book home to 
share with other family members at any time please 
just let a teacher know you are taking it and remember 
to return it! 

 

JACK n JILL PHOTOS   

On Sunday 23rd September we will be doing our Jack N 
Jill Photo fundraiser so save this date if you are 
interested.   

More details to come…. 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN JULY 

We would like to wish the following 
tamariki a very happy July birthday. 

Kendall Petrie (2) 

Mackenzie Blakemore-Willocks (2) 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
Parent Interviews – Tuesday 3rd July 5pm – 7pm 

Curriculum evening – Tues 3rd July 7pm – 8pm 

School holidays – 9th – 20th July 

Teacher Only day – Friday 13th July 

Annual AGM Meeting – Tuesday 24th July at 7.30pm 

Hangi – Thursday 2nd August 

Jack n Jill Photos – Sunday 23rd September 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE HERE…  

If you would like to order a book or digital 
membership please click on the link below: 

Order by clicking on the link    
: https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/
9a27754 

Did you know that you can also 
order books for other NZ cities, 
most cities in Australia and there's 
even a Bali book so if you're 
planning a holiday maybe think 
about getting a book to take with 
you to save with some of the costs 
of eating out and visiting places. 

 

LABELLING LUNCH BOXES ETC 
Some of you have asked where to get the stick on labels 
for lunchboxes, drink bottles, clothes etc. well, 
Stuckonyou Labels supply a huge selection of 
personalised labels, lunch boxes, drink bottles, clothing 
etc.   
 
If you order via the link below we will get a percentage 
back as a fundraiser that we can then spend on 
resources for the children. 
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIEL

DPRESCHOOL 

 
When ordering please put DARFIELDPRESCHOOL as 
the fundraising code. Thank you  

 

RECYCLING PROGRAMME 
Don’t forget to continue to bring us all you old tooth 
brushes, tubes, floss containers, empty toothpaste 
boxes, yoghurt and fruit pouches and put them in the 
tub in the foyer and let’s see how much we can earn. 
 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  
 

Clare and the team 
 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobile: 027 594 8423 (text only) 
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