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We’ve had a very busy month here at Preschool. The 
weather was not always kind to us and sometimes we 
couldn’t go outside. We kept ourselves 
busy talking about ANZAC Day and 
making a wreath and poppies to take 
and place at the Darfield Memorial on 
ANZAC Day, and because we saw so 
many hot air balloons in the sky we 

made our own to hang from the 
ceiling and lots of us braved the 
weather and went to watch the 
Hororata Night Glow last 
weekend, which was 
spectacular.  
 

Enjoy reading this edition of our newsletter.  
 

ILLNESS PROCEDURE (HS 26) 
Just a reminder of our illness procedure, please take 
the time to read through it. 
 

 The Centre will ensure that all children/ staff / 

parents / visitors to the Centre are protected 

from contracting infectious diseases.  

 Children and adults who are sick are not to be 

present at the Centre. Sickness includes 

vomiting, diarrhoea, high temperatures, a 

green runny nose along with any other flu like 

symptoms, conjunctivitis, impetigo and any 

other contagious illness.  

 There must be a period of 24hr absence if a 

child is diagnosed with having a viral infection.  

 If a child has vomiting and diarrhoea they 

must remain absent from the Centre until 48 

hours after their last symptom.  

 If a child arrives at the Centre and is clearly 

not well, staff and Management reserve the 

right not to allow that child to be left at the 

Centre. This is for the wellness of other 

children and staff.  

 If parents are called to collect their child due 

to illness, they must do so as soon as possible. 

If parents are unable to do so they must then 

organise someone else to collect their child.  

 Parents will be notified immediately if their 
child has a temperature over 38 degrees or if 
they have a suspected infectious disease. A 
child who has had a temperature at home or 
has been sent home from preschool with a 
temperature must stay away from preschool 
for 24 hours (a temperature is often an  
indication of the start of an illness). 

 A current list of infectious diseases consistent 

with Infectious Diseases for Criterion HS26 

will be displayed in the Centre, enabling 

parents to access the information at all times 

(see link below). 

 If a child has an illness not covered in this 

policy, teachers will refer to the infectious 

disease chart to determine the infection 

period, which will determine how long a child 

must stay away from the Centre. If the illness 

is not listed on the infectious disease chart the 

local Public Health Nurse will be consulted. 

 If a child becomes unwell while at the Centre 

they will be isolated from other children and 

watched over by a staff member until 

collected by a parent/caregiver.  
 

https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/infectious-diseases-

at-glance 

STAFFING UPDATES 
Netty has left us to go on her travels and will be 
returning in late September. She has taken the 
Preschool bear with her and look forward to getting 
some photos about his adventures.  
 
We are still advertising for another full time team 
member and will keep you updated on this. 
 
Have you all had time to look at the wall above the sign 
in desk?  This shows all our current staff with their 
names and a short mihi for each of them. Please take 
time to read them as you will learn more about each 
staff member. 
 

SIGNING IN /OUT 
Please remember to sign your child in and out along 
with the time you arrive and leave.  This is a Ministry 
requirement for our license.  
 

We recently had an audit by the Ministry of Education 
and this was one thing they commented on, that some 
parents were regular not signing their children in or 
out. Please do as it may affect the funding we get.  
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LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone 
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 
 

 

WehaLOST/FOUND PROPERTY 

Just thought you would like to know that the pile of lost 
property left last term was donated to the Women’s 
Refuge. Thank you Vikki for taking the bags of clothes 
to them. 
 

BIRTHDAY/LEAVING CAKES 
We love you bringing in cakes but please remember to 
bring in the recipe for us as it’s needed for our records.  
This can be a photocopy, email, photo or even cutting 
out the ingredients panel from the box or wrapping. 
 

NO PEANUTS, PEANUT BUTTER 

OR NUT BARS IN THE NURSERY 
Just a reminder that we have had a child in 
the nursery who is allergic to peanuts.  We are asking 
all nursery parents to please refrain from having any 
peanuts, peanut butter or nut bars containing peanuts 
in their lunchboxes. Those that “may contain nuts” are 
currently OK. We will let you know when they are due 
to come through to the Preschool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROFILE BOOKS 
If you would like to take your child’s book home to 
share with other family members at any time please 
just let a teacher know you are taking it. 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until mid-2019, yes that’s 
2019!!!!   
 

There are a few spaces in the Nursery but this may be 
dependent on age and when they go through to the 
overs side. 
 

We are not able to change any current booking if you 
have not already asked and been added to the list, 
sorry. 
 

Remember if you wish to 
take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your 
child turns 3, please come 
and talk to us now even if 
they don’t turn 3 until 
2020. 

 

From Our Centre Manager… 
I had the privilege on Monday of spending the day 
playing with the children as we had a staff member 
away. 
 
I got to build a bonfire and roast marshmallows and 
toast, also rescuing a baby that was at the bottom! I got 
to watch a group of boys play “Dad’s” and set up the 

couch and family area as their 
place and then they had to 
fight away the aliens with 
their feet. I enacted “Jack in 
the box” at mat time, 
watched a group of girls paint 

with cotton buds and then their hands, and talked with 
children at the kai table about the Hororata Night Glow 
and what they saw.  
 
It always fills me with awe and pride when I spend the 
day with the children at how great their imaginations 
are, how well they sort out any disagreements, what 
great friends they are and what 
they can teach us every day.  
Thank you to all parents for 
allowing us to play and learn with 
your children Monday to Friday.  
 
Following my day with the children I got to sort the 
enormous pile of clothes at the end of the day. Some 
had full names, some had initials and some had nothing 
at all to let me know who things belonged to. By the 
time you have searched the collar and then inside for 
the tag, turned it the right way so you can see if you 
recognise it and who it may belong to, there’s another 
piece added to the pile. This happens on a daily basis. 
We encourage the children to place any items they 
discard into their lockers but I am sure you are all 
aware of how difficult this can be. When you have 45 
children’s items, jackets, jerseys, socks, gumboots and 
then extra wet clothes   it takes up a large chunk of 
the day.  
 

LADIES NIGHT 
Ladies, come and join us for a 
glass of wine and nibbles and see 
a few local business ladies show 
you their products.   
Gold coin donation (includes a 
raffle).  
When: Friday 11th May (this 
week) 
Time:  7pm – 9pm 
RSVP to the office please. 

 

mailto:darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz
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Please, please, please can you name all clothing, even 
initials are really helpful. It 
means you get your children’s 
clothes back (these are beautiful, 
unique and sometimes 
expensive items) and we don’t 
have a massive pile at the end of 
term. We always have marker pens here if you have 
new items that come that haven’t yet been named. 
Thank you in advance of making our lives a little easier. 

Clare 
 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia Ora whanau, 
What a lovely month of exciting learning. Our tamariki 

are constantly amazing us with 

their growing skills and 

development. During April we 

have noticed a lovely interest 

in language, literacy and 

communication. This has been 

evident in the way our younger 

members are practicing 

learning to make sounds whilst 

our older children enjoy interacting with each other 

and engaging in small exchanges of coversation.We 

have supported this through the use of a range of 

books, puppets, pictorial images in posters/picture 

cards as well as lots of creative resources. Have you 

seen the beautiful book that Pietta made? It features 

many of our Nursery children and is a treasured 

favourite. We continue to foster music as another 

avenue to support our childrens developing language 

and communication. Music times with the guitar are a 

favourite. It is lovely to watch the childrens 

empowerment as they enjoy being part of a group and 

joining in with some of the actions rhymes which we all 

love.  

In the latter part of the month we acquired a huge 

cardboard box. Our children have loved this space 

spending time reading in it, putting their babies to bed 

or just enjoying some quiet time. Family play continues 

to be a strong interest and the box has been an added 

extension to this with tea parties, dressing and 

changing dolls and we have even observed some 

children role modelling putting each other to bed. 

These a  ctivities are great for building social skills and 

for strengthening the wonderful friendships that are 

evolving. 

Our resident rabbits continue to pop into the outdoor 

area on a daily basis and are a real focus of interest. All 

of our tamariki are fascinated by these visitors and are 

getting very talented in their observation skills, eagerly 

spotting there whereabouts and movements. This is a 

lovely way of making 

connections with nature, 

fostering language 

development and extending on 

our gross motor skills as we try 

very hard to keep up with and 

get close to the rabbit. You may 

have heard us singing ‘Oma 

rāpeti, oma rāpeti, oma, oma, 

oma’, this is the maori version of run rabbit run, or seen 

the rabbit creation on the wall above the sofa made by 

Mel, Pietta and some of the tamariki. These provide a 

lovely way to revisit a current interest when the rabbit 

is asleep or hiding.  

This month Sacha, Blake, Sylvie and AJ all turned two. 

We will miss you all dearly but are confident that you 

take with you the skills and love of learning that will 

make the Preschool lots of fun. Remember you are 

always welcome to pop back for a visit! Netty also 

leaves us this month for some overseas adventures, 

she will be back in September. Good luck Netty enjoy 

your travels! Congratulations to 

Chelsey who recenty got married. We 

wish you a wonderful future together 

with your husband Chris. 

The Nursery Team  
Chelsey, Netty, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel, 
and Kate  

 

IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL….. 
This month in the Preschool we have been enjoying 
watching the chrysalis (cocoons) open and turn into 
beautiful butterflies and fly away.  Our art work has 
included a large swan plant, a huge caterpillar and a 
collaged butterfly. 
 
The tamariki were really interested in learning about 
the history of ANZAC day and loved making the poppies 
and wreath which teacher Melissa and some of the 
children laid at the Darfield Monument at the ANZAC 
day service. 
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Tamariki participated in lots of fun 
new sports activities whilst the 
Commonwealth games were on; 
these included rhythmic gymnastics, 
shot put, weight lifting and table 
tennis.  
 

We made our own hot air balloons which are still 
floating on the preschool roof just like the lovely 
colourful ones we saw in the sky one morning. 
 
Abby planned some great sensory experiences which 
the tamariki enjoyed some included tasting vinegar, 
salt, sugar, onion, Weetbix and lemon. This was a fun 
activity with some interesting facial expressions. 
 
We welcomed Lilly and her family to the Preschool. 
 
Have a good month from the Preschool Team 

BIRTHDAYS IN MAY 

We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
Happy May Birthday: 

Annabelle Peacock (3) 

Archie Judd (4) 

Pippa Thwaites (4) 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER   

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
 

Friday 11th May – Ladies Night 

Sunday 13th May – Mother’s Day  

Tuesday 22nd May – Nursery Transition Night 

Monday 4th June – Queen’s birthday – we are closed 

Annual AGM Meeting – Tuesday 24th July 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE HERE…  

If you have already ordered yours, it can be collected 
from the office. If you would like to order a book or 
digital membership please click on the link below: 

Order by clicking on the link    
: https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/
9a27754 

Did you know that you can also order books for other 
NZ cities, most cities in Australia and there's even a 
Bali book so if you're planning a holiday maybe think 
about getting a book to take with you to save with 
some of the costs of eating out and visiting places. 

 
LABELLING LUNCH BOXES ETC 
Some of you have asked where to get the stick on labels 
for lunchboxes, drink bottles, clothes etc. well, 
Stuckonyou Labels supply a huge selection of 

personalised labels, lunch boxes, drink bottles, clothing 
etc.   
 
If you order via the link below we will get a percentage 
back as a fundraiser that we can then spend of 
resources for the children. 
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIEL

DPRESCHOOL 

 
When ordering please put DARFIELDPRESCHOOL as 
the fundraising code. Thank you  

 

RECYCLING PROGRAMME 
Don’t forget to continue to bring us all you old tooth 
brushes, tubes, floss containers, empty toothpaste 
boxes, yoghurt and fruit pouches and put them in the 
tub in the foyer and let’s see how much we can earn. 
 

 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobile: 027 594 8423 (text only) 
 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  
 

Clare and the team 
 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put 
important messages on our answer 
machine if needed. 
 
 

Did you know...... 

Our centre philosophy tells everyone  
what is special about our Centre and  
what we want to achieve. Inside the front 
door, we have created a pictorial display of 
our philosophy in action, showing what we 
value and how we foster these aspects in  
our daily practice.  
 

The four main core componenets of our 
philosophy are: 
 

 Respect – Whakaute 

 Partnerships – Whanaungatanga 

 Growing our Tamariki 

 Environment – Taiao Ako 
 

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/9a27754
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/9a27754
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIELDPRESCHOOL
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIELDPRESCHOOL
http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/

