
 
 

Well, it’s now officially winter and the temperatures  
have certainly dropped. Do you think we will see some 
of the white stuff falling from the skies soon? 
 
Throw another log on the fire, grab a cuppa and enjoy 
reading this edition of our newsletter.  

 
AGM – 24th July 
We will be holding our AGM on Tuesday 24th July at 
7.30pm at Darfield Library – all welcome. 
 
Have you ever thought of becoming a Board of Trustees 
member? If you are interested please see Clare for 
more info. 

 
PARENT INTERVIEWS– 3rd July 5pm–7pm 
Following our survey last year, a large amount of 
parents said they would like a time to talk to the 
teachers outside of normal hours about their children.  
On Tuesday 3rd July, between 5pm and 7pm, we will be 
having parent-teacher interviews.  
Your child’s key teacher will be available on the evening 
for a 10 minute chat about your child. If you are 
interested in catching up with them, please speak to 
them to arrange a time.  If you cannot make that night, 
talk to your teacher about catching up at another time. 
 
Following on from this at 7pm until 8pm, we will have 
a presentation about our Early Childhood curriculum, 
Te Whāriki. It is a great time for parents to come along 
and understand a little bit more about why we do what 
we do and how it links to your child’s learning. 
 

WIG WEDNESDAY – 20th June 
Come to preschool wearing a wild wig or have crazy 
hair as we fundraise in support of Child Cancer. Gold 
coins please in the tub in foyer. 
 

  

4 YEAR OLD SLEEPOVERS 
Every year we have a sleepover for our 4 year olds, 
followed by a pyjama/onesie day.  
Our sleepovers this year are 7th 
(tomorrow) and 21st June.  
It is a great opportunity for the 
children to have an independent 
sleepover in a safe environment with their friends and 
teachers that they know well. 
 

PYJAMA/ONESIE DAY 

Following the sleepover, on Friday 8th and 
22nd June we will have a pyjama/onesie day 
so you don’t even need to get the children 
dressed! 
 

PARKING 
Please could you park in the main cark park 
area when dropping off or picking up your 

children as this has been designed with their (and your) 
safety in mind.  
 

Please do not park in the staff car park as we have many 
teachers that start and finish at different times,  
delivery trucks, postal vans etc and this is not a safe 
place to unload and load your children. Thank you 
 

STAFFING UPDATES 
We would like to welcome Jane Thwaites as the new 
Nursery Head Teacher. Jane will be starting with us 
next week for 3 days and then full time in July.  Some 
of you will know Jane as mum to Pippa and as our BOT 
Chairperson – Jane has resigned as BOT Chair. 
Kari has decided to become a reliever instead of having 
permanent days so that she can spend more time with 
her son Gus. 
Sara is stepping down as Head 
Teacher in the nursery but will still be 
teaching 2 or 3 days a week.   
 

SIGNING IN /OUT 
Please remember to sign your child in and out along 
with the time you arrive and leave.  This is a Ministry 
requirement for our license.  
 

We recently had an audit by the Ministry of Education 
and this was one thing they commented on, that some 
parents were regularly not signing their children in or 
out. Please do as it may affect the funding we get.  
 
 

LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone 
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 

 

TEACHER ONLY DAY  
 

We will be closed on Friday 13th July for a Teacher 
Only day to enable us to get together as a 
complete team for some professional 
development.   
Thank you for your understanding, no charge will 
be made for the day. 
 

mailto:darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz


 
 

TEASPOONS AMNESTY 
Please could you all check your cutlery drawers to see 
if you have any teaspoons that don’t belong to you.  We 
think they go home in lunchboxes by mistake.  
Also if you have any extra that you don’t need please 
could we have them.  

 
BIRTHDAY/LEAVING CAKES 
We love you bringing in cakes but please remember to 
bring in the recipe for us as it’s needed for our records.  
This can be a photocopy, email, photo or even cutting 
out the ingredients panel from the box or wrapping. 

 

AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until late 2019, yes that’s 
2019!!!!  However, currently we do have some spaces 
in the nursery for children 1 and under. 
 

We are not able to change any current booking if you 
have not already asked and been added to the list, 
sorry. 
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us now even if they don’t turn 3 until 2020. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia Ora whanau, 
Wow time flies, another month rolls by. Winter has 

truly arrived and although the weather is cooler we 

have continued to spend a good part of our days 

outside. The transition in seasons has been a lovely 

opportunity to build on the children’s observations as 

they notice changes happening in the environment 

including leaves falling, damp grass and the coolness 

of the wind and air. Revisiting these 

moments and talking with the 

children about their ideas and 

observations is a simple way to 

introduce words/language and 

develop childrens understandings 

of the world. The children and 

Chelsey made a mobile from 

autumn leaves which has proven a 

popular resource prompting lots of 

games and conversation.   

Thank you for 

all the photos that have been sent 

through of family pets. These 

have been an amazing asset in 

building on childrens 

communication skills and 

language development. Knowing the names of the 

animals (there are some fantastic titles) gives real 

meaning to these connections. The children are really 

proud of these, empowered to show their peers and 

Kaiako and have grown great ownership for them. You 

may have also seen the new wooden silhouette 

additions on our fence, thank you Mel. These have 

provided another avenue for extending on childrens 

connections between language and images as well as 

initiating conversation and connections to experiences 

in and outside of Preschool. We still have regular visits 

from the rāpeti (bunny) , feed 

the manu ( birds), we can easily 

find noke (worms) and often get 

to view a wakarererangi 

(aeroplane). 

Several of our children will be transitioning through to 

the Preschool in the next few months and as part of 

this we have been revisiting, as a team, how we can 

best support children’s growing self help skills. These 

tasks include putting their lunchbox away, washing 

their hands and faces, putting their jackets by their 

bags and attempting to put on (or take off) their own 

shoes. As the children learn these skills they are really 

empowered, it is a lovely way of growing childrens 

Did you know...... 

Over the next few weeks we will be 

learning what Matariki is and how we 

celebrate it. 

Matariki is the Maori New Year and it is 

indicated by the grouping of seven 

bright stars in the north east of the 

southern hemisphere (usually visible 

late May, early June). Maori’s would use 

the Matariki stars to now when to 

cultivate, prepare and plant their crops 

and the most important crop is kumara. 

It is a time to enjoy being together with 

whānau and friends, celebrating with 

feasts, singing and dancing, followed by 

games and making things like kites, 

weaving, carving and story telling.  It is 

also a time of reflection and 

remembering our ancestors. 

We usually have our hangi around this 

time but unfortunately our hangi 

maestro is on holiday! We have 

rescheduled it for 2nd August (more 

details to come nearer the time). 

 



 
 

independence and encouraging empathy and 

nurturing of others. Over the past weeks we have 

observed many of our children taking care of their 

friends, helping them to find their lunchboxes, 

clothing and comforting them when they are sad. 

These attributes strongly adhere to the Māori value of 

Tuakana Teina where the older children look after 

their younger peers. We are so proud of our children 

and will continue to foster this wonderful life-long 

skill!  

This month we welcome Angus, Chloe and James 

Davidson to our Nursey whānau. Angus will be 

attending on Monday and Tuesday mornings.   

The Nursery Team  
Chelsey, Netty, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel, and Kate  

 
IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL….. 
What an exciting month we have had in 
the preschool.  We celebrated the Royal 
Wedding by holding our own Preschool 
Wedding and tea party. The children 
dressed up and some even got married! 
We had a lovely time.   
 

We’ve been making the most of the 
good weather and have been 
experimenting outside with science, a 
few things went pop, whizz and bang 
making the children jump and run 
away! 
 
Our crafty hands have been making 

lots of decorations for Matariki, have a look at our stars 
hanging from the ceiling and our mountain range 
painting with stars on. 
 
During our mat times we have been singing and 
dancing, and reading some of the stories that we 
checked out from the library bus when it visited us. 
 
Thank you to everyone who replied to our 
questionnaire on our mat times. We are currently 
collating this information. 
Mat time is a great time for the children and you are 
always welcome to visit at this time for birthdays, 
leaving or just because you can. It is currently at around 
11.45 am, before lunch but this may change in the 
future, but we will let you know when. 
 
Have a good month from 
the Preschool Team   

 

 
 

PROFILE BOOKS 
If you would like to take your child’s book home to 
share with other family members at any time please 
just let a teacher know you are taking it and remember 
to return it! 

 

JACK n JILL PHOTOS   

On Sunday 23rd September we 
will be doing our Jack N Jill 
Photo fundraiser so save this 
date if you are interested.   

More details to come…. 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE 

We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
happy June birthday. 

Joshua Syme (1) 

Bonnie Dennis (5) 

Tyler McCorkindale (5) 

Frankie Truscott (5) 

Faith Wendover (3) 

Henry Godden (1) 

Fraser Hughes (5) 

Logan Wood (1) 
 

We wish Bonnie, Tyler, Frankie and Fraser good luck as 
they all go off to school, we will miss you. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
Pyjama/onesie day – Friday 8th June 

Wig Wednesday – Wednesday 20th June 

Pyjama /onesie day – Friday 22nd June 

Parent Interviews – Tuesday 3rd July 5pm – 7pm 

Curriculum evening – Tues 3rd July 7pm – 8pm 

School holidays – 9th – 20th July 

Teacher Only day – Friday 13th July 

Annual AGM Meeting – Tuesday 24th July at 7.30pm 

Hangi – Thursday 2nd August 

Jack n Jill Photos – Sunday 23rd September 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE HERE…  

If you would like to order a book or digital 
membership please click on the link below: 

Order by clicking on the link    
: https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/
9a27754 

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/9a27754
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/9a27754


 
 

Did you know that you can also order books for other 
NZ cities, most cities in Australia and there's even a 
Bali book so if you're planning a holiday maybe think 
about getting a book to take with you to save with 
some of the costs of eating out and visiting places. 

 

LABELLING LUNCH BOXES ETC 
Some of you have asked where to get the stick on labels 
for lunchboxes, drink bottles, clothes etc. well, 
Stuckonyou Labels supply a huge selection of 
personalised labels, lunch boxes, drink bottles, clothing 
etc.   
 
If you order via the link below we will get a percentage 
back as a fundraiser that we can then spend on 
resources for the children. 
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIEL

DPRESCHOOL 

 
When ordering please put DARFIELDPRESCHOOL as 
the fundraising code. Thank you  

 

RECYCLING PROGRAMME 
Don’t forget to continue to bring us all you old tooth 
brushes, tubes, floss containers, empty toothpaste 
boxes, yoghurt and fruit pouches and put them in the 
tub in the foyer and let’s see how much we can earn. 
 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  
 

Clare and the team 
 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
 
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobile: 027 594 8423 (text only) 
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