
Autumn has arrived and what a mixed bag of weather 

we have been having lately - rain, sun, wind, we never 

know what sort of clothes to put on. Have you noticed 

the early mornings and evenings are getting darker? 

 

We hope you enjoy this very full edition of our 

newsletter. Feedback always welcome  
 

STAFFING UPDATES 
This week we welcome Abby to the 
Preschool family. Abby lives in 
Rolleston with her husband Brendon 
and is just settling in her new home and 
has lots to do in the garden! She comes from a 
Montessori background and has a Bachelor in 
Education (ECE) and will be working full time in the 
Preschool, please make her feel welcome if you see 
her.  

 
LATE PICKUPS 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 

your child to phone or text us (027 594 8423)    so that 
we are aware, thank you. 
 

NO PEANUTS, PEANUT 
BUTTER OR NUT BARS 
Just a reminder that we have had a new 
child start in the nursery who is allergic to 
peanuts.  We are asking all nursery parents to please 
refrain from having any peanuts, peanut butter or nut 
bars containing peanuts in their lunchboxes. Those that 
“may contain nuts” are currently OK. We will let you 
know when they are due to come through to the 
Preschool. 

 
EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 
Please check that the people you put down as your 
emergency contacts (if we can’t get hold of you) still 
have the same phone numbers. Please check with Lou 
if you’re not sure we have the correct details.  
 
Please remember to give us any new phone numbers, 
email addresses or home addresses if you have 

changed any of these recently.  
 
weha 
 

 
 
 

 

GUM BOOTS WANTED 
We are always on the hunt for more small gum boots 
so if your child has grown out of theirs 
we would be happy to take them off 
your hands (or feet). 

 
 

BIKES AND SCOOTERS INSIDE 
Please encourage your children to get off their bikes 
and scooters and walk them through to the outside 
area. Thank you. 
 

PLASTERER WANTED 
Do you know a plasterer who would redo the edge of 
our sandpit as it’s worn away?  Please get in touch with 
Clare if you do. 

 
DRIVEWAY SPEED 

Please have consideration when driving 
down the driveway and in the car park for 

people and 
children.  Children can be a bit 
unpredictable even under 
their parent’s watchful eye so 
we need to be extra careful. 
Thank you. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please, please label your child’s things.  The box is again 
full of unclaimed clothes, shoes and lunch containers. 
We cannot return lost items if we don’t know whose 
they are. Use a vivid to write their name or get some 
name labels from: 
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIEL

DPRESCHOOL more info on these at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 

PROFILE BOOKS 
Please remember to return your child’s profile book so 
that we can continue to add to it.  If you would like to 
take your child’s book home to share with other family 
members at any time please just let a teacher know you 
are taking it. 

 

AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until 2019, yes that’s 2019!!!!   
 

There are a few spaces in the Nursery but this may be 
dependent on age and when they go through to the 
overs side. 
 

We are not able to change any current booking if you 
have not already asked and been added to the list, 
sorry. 
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us now even if it’s not till 2020. 

https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIELDPRESCHOOL
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIELDPRESCHOOL


SUNSCREEN  
With the hot weather we are having please 
remember to adhere to our sunscreen policy.  

Do not send your children in vest tops but proper tee 
shirts please. We are encouraging them to drink lots of 
water to keep hydrated throughout the day. 
 

HEAD LICE 
This very hot weather is the ideal conditions for 
breeding. Please check your child’s 
hair regularly for head lice and treat 
accordingly.  Thank you 

 

SHEFFIELD SHOW 
We will, as always, have our tent at the 
Sheffield Show on Saturday 24th March 
with activities, sun cream, nappy 
changing and feeding facilities 
available.  We always ask if parents are able to come 
and help out at the tent for an hour – we will put a 
sheet out in the foyer a bit nearer the time, where you 
can write your name if you are able to help. 
 
Don’t forget to come and say hello if you are at the 
show and passing the tent. 

 
FISH & CHIP GET TOGETHER 
It was lovely to see so many families at the Fish and 
Chip evening. Luckily the weather stayed dry and the 
children were able to run around and 
play with their friends and the 
parents and teachers were able to 
spend time chatting as we don’t 
always have time for this during drop 
off and pick up times. 
 
If you couldn’t come this time don’t 
worry as we will do this again. 

 
NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia Ora whanau, 
What an exciting and fun filled month we have had. A 
major and ongoing area of interest for our children is 
their physical development. It has been exciting to 
observe some major milestones as our youngest 
members learn to crawl and are now pulling 
themselves up. Our older children also continue to 
amaze us with their eagerness to always extend on 
what they can do, gaining speed and pursuing some 
safe risk taking. The hill by the slide is a favourite at the 
moment . The new soft play set has been a huge asset 
in providing all our children with a 
resource that they can use inside or out 
and enjoy being creative and exploring 
just how much their body can do  

Another significant area of interest is family play. This 
is such a lovely way for 
children to make 
connecting links with 
home and to role play 
real life experiences. 
Family play also 
supports childrens 
developing social skills 
as they engage in activies alongside their peers and 
learn about empathy and caring. We have watched and 
supported our children in bathing, changing, feeding 
and taking their babies (dolls) for a walk. Alongside this 
the play kitchen is always a hive of activity 
Thank you to all our whānau, we really appreciate the 
information you share on a daily basis when you drop 
off and pick up as well as your contributions to the 
notebooks and profile books. This information is so 
valuable in helping us to meet your childs needs and 
create links with how your child likes to learn at home. 
These exchanges are part of our centre philosophy 
which  affirms “Parents are first teachers; we honour 
and extend on the learning that happens at home”  
Arohanui,  
The Nursery Team  
Emily, Chelsey, Netty, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel, and 
Kate  

 

IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL….. 
In the Preschool this month we have had hot and sunny 
days, and cool and rainy days. The children have 
enjoyed jumping in puddles after the rain and splashing 
about in the water filled sandpit on our hot days.  
 
We have had lots of fun resources out for the children 
this month, including coloured ice, water, shaving foam 
and gloop (Oobleck). Along with some new Mobilo, 
wooden shapes and a lovely new couch. The couch in 
the Preschool will be a great place for children, 
teachers, and families to sit and chat or read books, and 
most importantly feel comfortable and at home. 
 
Some of the children have had an increased interest in 
caterpillars and butterflies, we had a cocoon in the 
classroom which eventually released a Monarch 
butterfly. The children celebrated this by painting and 
drawing their own butterflies and having them on 
display around the opened cocoon.  
We also had a Monarch butterfly brought in, in a 
container for the children to examine up close. 
Our new bikes have been well used and loved by the 
older children. Bike obstacle courses are often set up 
outside using ramps, cones and other materials. Using 
the timer to time laps and measuring the distance and 
heights of bike jumps off ramps have also been well 
enjoyed in the Preschool. 

 
Have a good month from the Preschool Team 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 

We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
Happy March Birthday: 

Ben Smith (4) 

Lily Mulligan (4) 

Hunter Flynn (2) 

Zara Lee (3) 

Yamen Khatab (4) 

Jack Redmond (4) 

Felicity Kelly (5) good luck at school  

STAFF PROFILES  
Kia Ora, my name is Pietta and I live in Glentunnel with 
my partner Peter and our two daughters Yssa (10) and 
Lilyana (7), both of whom attend Darfield Primary 
School.  
 
I have been working at Darfield Preschool and Nursery 
for the past 5 years and have worked in both the 

Preschool area and the Nursery - I 
love my job! Last year I began my 
studies to become a fully qualified 
early childhood teacher and 
although it can be challenge to 
balance family, work and full-time 
study I am really enjoying learning 

how to be a better teacher for your amazing children 
who teach me something new every day. 
 

When I am not working or studying, I enjoy spending 
time with my family - often outdoors with our dog. Or 
I can be found attempting to tame my jungle of a 
garden, one day I shall overcome that beast!! 
 
Hi, I’m Hayley and I live in Rolleston with my husband 
Hirini and our 3 children. I am lucky enough to work at 

Darfield Preschool 4 days a 
week along with my children 
Maddison and Kaden.  
 
In my spare time I enjoy 
spending time with my family 
and watching my oldest boy 
play league and touch. We are 

looking forward to building our second home in 
Rolleston at the end of the year.    
 

NEW PRESCHOOL MOBILE PHONE 
The mobile phone has been a great way 
of quickly texting parents over the last 
month to let them know their children have settled if 
they were upset when mum or dad left. We have also 
had texts from parents reporting absences due to 
sickness etc.   
 

Did you know....... 

That as an licensed centre our practice is guided by the 

National Early Childhood curriculum - ‘Te Whāriki’.  

The framework of the curriculum is based on the 

principles of:  

Empowerment – empowering children to learn and grow 

Holistic Development – reflecting the holistic way that 

children learn and grow 

Family & Community – are an integral part of the 

curriculum 

Relationships – children learn through respsonsive and 

reciprocal relationships with people, places and things 

Interwoven with the principles are the strands (specific 

areas of learning) of: 

Wellbeing - The health and wellbeing of the child are 

protected and nurtured.   

Belonging - Children and their families feel a sense of 

belonging. 

Contribution - Opportunities for learning are equitable, 

and each child’s contribution is valued. 

Communication - The languages and symbols of 
children’s own and other cultures are promoted and 
protected. 
 
Exploration - The child learns through active 

exploration of the environment 

Teachers take into account the child’s interests, strengths 

and the aspirations of parents, whānau and the 

community when deciding which of the Te Whāriki 

learning outcomes to focus on. 

If you would like to know more about this please speak to 

a teacher. 

 



If you would like to try out this new way of 
communicating please text your first and last name to 

the new mobile phone number 027 594 8423 and we 
will reply to confirm we have logged your name and 
number on this phone. 
 
**In cases of emergency or sickness at preschool we 
will always phone you on the contact numbers we have 
recorded on the enrolment form ** 
 

 

 
WELL DONE CLARE 

Clare travelled to Wanaka to 
take part in the Challenge 
Wanaka Half Iron Man a few 
weeks ago. Her team 
completed the challenge and 
came in 20th in their category. 

Well done to all the team members. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
 

Saturday 24th March – Sheffield Show 

Friday 30th March – Good Friday – we are closed 

Monday 2nd April – Easter Monday – we are closed 

Wednesday 25th April – ANZAC Day – we are closed 

16th – 27th April – School Holidays – we are open 

Sunday 13th May – Mother’s Day  

Monday 4th June – Queen’s birthday – we are closed 

 

THE NEW ENTERTAINMENT BOOK IS 
COMING! 

The New 2018/19 Entertainment Book will be 
launched in May but you can Pre-order yours today 
from the link below. We received $14 from each 
book/digital sold which goes towards purchasing 
lovely new resources for the children. 

The price has been increased this year to $70 (first 
increase in years) but it includes lots of new and 
exciting offers like the Crate & Barrel at Leeston (I’ll be 
trying this one), the Silver Dollar at Rolleston, The 
Good Home Wigram (very nice), The Dunsandel Café 
and more, and of course the ones we always love to 
use – Porters Ski, Willowbank, Corianders (yum) etc. It 
really doesn’t take long to recoup the $70 book cost. 

Order by clicking on the 
link: https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderboo
ks/9a27754 

Lou will collect the books in May at the launch party 
but if you order the digital version (this can also be 
put onto 2 phones so can be shared) you will be sent 
the log in details by email. 

Did you know that you can also 
order books for other NZ cities, 
most cities in Australia and 
there's even a Bali book so if 
you're planning a holiday 
maybe think about getting a 
book to take with you to save 
with some of the costs of eating 
out and visiting places. 

LABELLING LUNCH BOXES ETC 
Some of you have asked where to get the stick on labels 
for lunchboxes, drink bottles, clothes etc. well, 
Stuckonyou Labels supply a huge selection of 
personalised labels, lunch boxes, drink bottles, clothing 
etc.   
 
If you order via the link below we will get a percentage 
back as a fundraiser that we can then spend of 
resources for the children. 
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIEL

DPRESCHOOL 

 
When ordering please put DARFIELDPRESCHOOL as 
the fundraising code. Thank you  
 

TERRACYCLE RECYCLING PROGRAMME 
Don’t forget to continue to bring us all you old tooth 
brushes, tubes, floss containers and empty toothpaste 
boxes and put them in the tub in the foyer and let’s see 
how much we can earn. 
 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  

Clare and the team  
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobil: 027 594 8423 (text only) 
 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 

newsletters, emails and put 
important messages on our 
answer machine if needed. 
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