
The first part of the year is certainly 
flying by and we have a lovely long weekend to look 
forward to as we celebrate Easter. Don’t eat too many 
eggs and enjoy spending time together either at home 
or if you are heading away.  
 

**Please remember that we are closed  
Good Friday and Easter Monday** 

 
STAFFING UPDATES 
As you all know Emily and Alissa are leaving this week, 
we are sad to see them go but wish them both well. 
Sara will be taking on the role of Head Teacher whist 
still working part time on a Monday and Thursday and 
possibly some other days. She can be contacted on 
nursery@darfieldpreschool.co.nz or you can always 
contact Clare at darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz. We are 
currently interviewing for a new full time staff member 
in the preschool, so you may see our part timers taking 
on more hours over the next few weeks while we sort 
this out. 
 
Netty and her husband are off on their OE (bit late!) for 
6 months to travel the world and catch up with their 
children who live in different countries. She will be 
leaving us 27th April and will be back in October, have 
fun Netty  
 
Jasmine and Pietta, who are on their second year of 
training, will be on their placements soon. Jasmine will 
be away from 30th April until 25th May and Pietta will 
be on her placement here in the nursery from 28th May 
until 22 June.   
 

BITING 
In all preschool settings we experience children that 
bite. This may happen for many different reasons such 
as lack of communication skills, they use it to express 
frustration, wanting attention or a toy, tired, hungry or 
bored. There may be many more reasons that they 
cannot explain to us, so they bite sometimes the 
nearest person to them. 
 
We do have the occasional biter and want to assure our 
parents that we take it very seriously and have systems 
in place to deal with it. We use a range of strategies to 
manage biting incidents. The child that has been bitten 
is our priority. We will see to them first to ensure they 
receive comfort and first aid if needed. 

The biter will be removed from the situation and a clear 
message will be given to the child that what just 
happened is not acceptable. Every effort is made to 
ensure the reaction does not reinforce the behaviour. 
We encourage children to use their words as much as 
possible/able to. 
 
If the behaviour continues we will observe the child 
closer in order to ascertain the trigger and work with 
the teachers to find effective strategies to help the 
child deal with the situation and their feelings. 
 
We will always record incidences of biting (if we are 
aware of them) and speak to parents of children that 
have been bitten and offer support as needed. If the 
biter continues we will also speak to and support their 
parents to ensure we are working together to support 
their child. 
 
We will not share the name of the biter, however we 
cannot prevent parents or children sharing this 
information outside of preschool. We ask that if you do 
have any queries or concerns that you either email or 
talk to Clare or the head teachers. 

 
LATE PICKUPS and ABSENCES 
Please remember if you are going to be late picking up 
your child or if they are going to be away you can phone 
03 318 8836 or email darfieldpreschool@xtra.co.nz  or 
text 027 594 8423 thank you  
 

NO PEANUTS, PEANUT 
BUTTER OR NUT BARS 
Just a reminder that we have had a new 
child start in the nursery who is allergic to 
peanuts.  We are asking all nursery parents to please 
refrain from having any peanuts, peanut butter or nut 
bars containing peanuts in their lunchboxes. Those that 
“may contain nuts” are currently OK. We will let you 
know when they are due to come through to the 
Preschool. 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 
Please check that the people you put down as your 
emergency contacts (if we can’t get hold of you) still 
have the same phone numbers. Please check with Lou 
if you’re not sure we have the correct details.  
 

Please remember to give us any 
new phone numbers, email 
addresses or home addresses if 
you have changed any of these 
recently.  
 

weha 
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DRIVEWAY SPEED 
Please have consideration when driving 
down the driveway and in the car park for 

people and children.  Children can be a bit 
unpredictable even under their parent’s watchful eye 
so we need to be extra careful. Thank you. 

 
LOST/FOUND PROPERTY 
We have put ALL LOST/FOUND 
(even named) property in the box 
outside as there is just so much 
being left here each day that we 
have no room to store it.  
 
Please take the time to look through the box if you are 
passing (even when we are closed) and see if there is 
anything that belongs to your child. 
 

PROFILE BOOKS 
If you would like to take your child’s book home to 
share with other family members at any time please 
just let a teacher know you are taking it. 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until 2019, yes that’s 2019!!!!   
 

There are a few spaces in the Nursery but this may be 
dependent on age and when they go through to the 
overs side. 
 

We are not able to change any current booking if you 
have not already asked and been added to the list, 
sorry. 
 

Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us now even if it’s not till 2020. 
 

DAY SWAP 
Would anyone in the Preschool (sorry not nursery) like 
to swap either a Tuesday or Thursday for a Friday? Pop 
into the office if you would like to do this. 
 

SHEFFIELD SHOW 
What a great day we had at the Show last Saturday, 

even the sun came out to warm us 
up.  It was lovely to see so many of 
you there.  

 
Hope you checked 
out our display in 
the shed.  
 
Thank you also to 
all our wonderful 
helpers we couldn’t do this without you.   

ST JOHN’S HEART OF GOLD APPEAL 
On Friday 6th April we will be having a ‘Wheels’ Day in 
aid of the St John’s Heart of Gold Appeal. Bring your 
bike or scooter and even dress as a superhero! We will 
have a collection box in the foyer for your gold coins. 

 
APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Please let us know if your child is going to be away in 
the April school holidays Monday 
16th April – Friday 27th April.  There 
is a sheet on the sign in desk for 
you to write it down or email us. If 
you don’t let us know and you 
child is absent you will be charged 
full price. 
 

SUN SHADES 
You’ve probably noticed that we haven’t had the shade 
sails back up these last few weeks. After the last high 
winds which snapped two of the poles we have been 
looking into maybe replacing all the poles with metal 
poles to eliminate this happening again and are 
currently getting quotes to see if this is a possibility.  
We will let you know the outcome. 
 

NEW RESOURCES 
We have some new resources for our 
kitchen/home area – a wooden tea 
set with toaster and a baking set. 

If any parts of 
these new resources arrives home 
in pockets etc please could you 
return it, thanks. 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE NURSERY…….. 
Kia Ora whanau, 
March has been a lovely month with all our children 

showing amazing progress and a real eagerness to 

learn in their individual areas of interest. We have 

continued to enjoy lots of time 

outside, our tamariki are bold 

risk takers always seeking to 

better what they can do and 

enjoying the increased 

confidence they feel from 

refining existing skills as well as achieving new goals. 

Climbing and using the wheeled vehilcles are 

favourites at the moment. Our friendly resident 

rabbits have also been paying visits which has added 

an extra element of excitement in the outdoor 

environment.  So much of our tamariki’s learning is 

through observation of their peers. Many of our older 

children are great role models and actively support 

their younger friends in their attempts to try things 

out or join in. This caring and empathy is lovely to see 



and supports children’s social and communication 

skills. The ongoing interest in family play amongst our 

Nursery children is another avenue where we can 

foster these lovely life long skills. 

This month we were able to take our children  on a 

trip to the local library where they 

enjoyed a change of environment and 

different selection of literacy 

activities. We also had an excursion to 

our centre’s garden where everyone 

was involved in harvesting and tasting 

an abundance of produce. These occassions are great 

for making connections across contexts and it is 

always rewarding to observe the childrens confidence 

in differing environments. 

Please take a moment to stop and 

look at the Korowai (Māori cloak) 

that the Nursery children have all 

contributed to making. Over the past couple of weeks 

we have been inviting children to paint a feather. Mel 

and some of the children have very cleverly co-

ordianated these into a cloak which is displayed on 

the wall in the corner by the sleeproom.   

The Nursery Team  
Emily, Chelsey, Netty, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel, and 
Kate  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
IT’S BEEN BUSY IN THE PRESCHOOL….. 
This month in the preschool the tamariki have been 
really interested in the caterpillars growing on our 
swan plants.  We have been watching them closely, 
making sure they have enough food and discovering 
the changes happening daily. This has led to lots of 
creative art happening with the children enjoying 
creating our wall and ceiling displays. There have also 

been lots of bug hunts outside 
too. Thank you to all the parents 
who have provided us with more 
swan plants to keep our 
caterpillars fed – they are 
thriving now!  

 
The children created a fantastic display for the Malvern 
Show showing what they have been doing in our kiwi 

time and sharing how our centre 
philosophy comes to life through 
our daily experiences. 
 
Some of our four year olds went on 
a school visit to Darfield Primary. A great time was had 
by all and they enjoyed meeting up with some of their 
old preschool friends. 
 
We hope you all have a great Easter weekend, the 
Kaiako are looking forward to hearing all about your 
adventures next week. 

  
Have a good month from the Preschool Team 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN APRIL 

We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
Happy April Birthday: 
Jackson Riches-Churstain (4) 
Ava Robertson (3) 
Braith Davis (5) off to school 
Rose Jones (4) 
Sasha Dean (2) 
Lucy Williams (4) 
Rhys Rodgers (5) off to school 
Oscar Cox (3) 
Hadley Hughes (2) 
Phoenix Bailes (5) off to school 
Darcy McCaughan (4) 
Sylvie Gillanders (2) 
Austin Budd (5) off to school 
Elaina Watson (4) 
Blake Boulton (2) 
India Kelly (3) 
Andrew Mulholland (2) 
Julieta Venegas Cabezas (3) 
Max Dodds (5) off to school 
 
We would like to wish Braith, Rhys, Phoenix, Austin and 
Max all the best as they start school – we will miss you 

 

STAFF PROFILES  
Kia Ora my name is Abby Eade 
I was born in Lower Hutt but moved to Christchurch 
when I was 18 months old.  I have a younger sister and 
a niece and nephew who I love spending time with. 
 
Before teaching I travelled to America where I was a 
Camp Councillor at a summer camp in Virginia, what an 
experience of a life time.  I then moved to London 
where I was a live-in nanny for 6 months.  During my 
time in London I travelled to Spain, France, Italy and 
Scotland before returning to Virginia to be an Au Pair 
for 12 months.  I returned to the same family for the 
following three New Zealand winters.  I have a Bachelor 
Degree in Early Childhood and a Montessori Diploma. 
 

Did you know.... 

We really value the information you share 

with us about your child’s/family’s 

experiences outside of preschool. This helps 

us make sense of and build on the areas that 

your child is interested in learning about. 

 



I grew up in Christchurch and currently live in Rolleston 
with my husband Brendon 
where we built our first 
home.   
 
I look forward to building a 
relationship with you and your whanāu, please feel 
free to ask questions or give feedback at any time. 

 

NEW PRESCHOOL MOBILE PHONE 
The mobile phone has been a great way 
of quickly texting parents over the last 
month to let them know their children have settled if 
they were upset when mum or dad left. We have also 
had texts from parents reporting absences due to 
sickness etc.   
 
If you would like to try out this new way of 
communicating please text your first and last name to 

the new mobile phone number 027 594 8423 and we 
will reply to confirm we have logged your name and 
number on this phone. 
 
**In cases of emergency or sickness at preschool we 
will always phone you on the contact numbers we have 
recorded on the enrolment form ** 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER   

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 
 

Friday 30th March – Good Friday – we are closed 

Monday 2nd April – Easter Monday – we are closed 

Friday 6th April – St John’s appeal ‘Wheels Day’ 

Wednesday 25th April – ANZAC Day – we are closed 

16th – 27th April – School Holidays – we are open 

Sunday 13th May – Mother’s Day  

Monday 4th June – Queen’s birthday – we are closed 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK EARLY BIRD 

VOUCHERS 

The New 2018/19 Entertainment Book will be 
launched in May but you can Pre-order yours today 
from the link below and received an additional $200 
in early bird vouchers  We received $14 from each 
book/digital sold which goes towards purchasing 
lovely new resources for the children. 

The price has been increased this year to $70 (first 
increase in years) but it includes lots of new and 
exciting offers like the Crate & Barrel at Leeston (I’ll be 
trying this one), the Silver Dollar at Rolleston, The 
Good Home Wigram (very nice), The Dunsandel Café 
and more, and of course the ones we always love to 

use – Porters Ski, Willowbank, Corianders (yum) etc. It 
really doesn’t take long to recoup the $70 book cost. 

Order by clicking on the 
link: https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderboo
ks/9a27754 

Lou will collect the books in May at the launch party 
but if you order the digital version (this can also be 
put onto 2 phones so can be shared) you will be sent 
the log in details by email. 

Did you know that you can also order books for other 
NZ cities, most cities in Australia and there's even a 
Bali book so if you're planning a holiday maybe think 
about getting a book to take with you to save with 
some of the costs of eating out and visiting places. 

 
LABELLING LUNCH BOXES ETC 
Some of you have asked where to get the stick on labels 
for lunchboxes, drink bottles, clothes etc. well, 
Stuckonyou Labels supply a huge selection of 
personalised labels, lunch boxes, drink bottles, clothing 
etc.   
 
If you order via the link below we will get a percentage 
back as a fundraiser that we can then spend of 
resources for the children. 
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/DARFIEL

DPRESCHOOL 

 
When ordering please put DARFIELDPRESCHOOL as 
the fundraising code. Thank you  
 

TERRACYCLE RECYCLING PROGRAMME 
Don’t forget to continue to bring us all you old tooth 
brushes, tubes, floss containers and empty toothpaste 
boxes and put them in the tub in the foyer and let’s see 
how much we can earn. 
 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  

Clare and the team  
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
Mobil: 027 594 8423 (text only) 
 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
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