
Kia ora koutou, can’t believe we are already at the end 

of January! Lovely to see you all back at Preschool after 

Christmas and the holidays.  We have enjoyed listening 

to the children tell us what they have been up to while 

they were away. They 

have also been very 

excited to reconnect 

with their friends.  We 

have welcomed some 

new families to our 

Nursery and Preschool 

and said goodbye to some of our children who started 

school this week.  

 

Grab a cold drink, put your feet up in the shade and 

enjoy the first edition of this year’s newsletter. Your 

feedback is always welcome  

 

Firstly, just a few housekeeping items: 
 

REMEMBER WE ARE CLOSED FOR 

WAITANGI DAY ON  

TUESDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 
 

STAFFING 
We start the year with a few staffing changes to let you 
know about: 

Amy was employed as a maternity cover teacher but 

we are really pleased that she is now a permanent 
member of our team. 

Kari has returned from maternity leave and is now 

working on a Wednesday and Thursday. 

Sara has also returned from maternity leave and will 

be working on a Monday and Thursday in the nursery. 

Sarah Aarts was a casual reliving teacher and is now 

employed to work on a Thursday and Friday. 

Ariana Batstone is completing her Bachelor of 

Teaching (ECE) and will be doing her 16 hours voluntary 

practice here and will also be a relieving teacher when 
we need her. 

Melissa Hardham will be starting her Bachelor of 

Teaching (ECE) next month and will be doing her 16 
hours voluntary practice with us and will also be a 
relieving teacher when we need her. 
 

And lastly Lou has changed her office hours to  

Mon – Wed 7.30am – 2.30pm. 
 

 
 

 
LATE PICKUPS 
Our Ministry of Education license only allows us to care 
for your children until 5pm.  So when you are late 
picking up your children you are putting us in the 
position of illegally caring for your children.   
 
We understand that emergencies do happen 
occasionally and sometimes you may be late (i.e. car 
breakdown etc) BUT please phone and let us know as 
we have teachers who also need to get home to their 
own children and families. If they stay late because of 
you we have to pay them extra. We will also be 
charging you $1 for every minute you are late and 
haven’t notified us, as per our fees policy (i.e. 10 
minutes lateness = $10).  
 

NO PEANUTS, PEANUT 

BUTTER OR NUT BARS 
Just a reminder that we have had a new 
child start in the nursery who is allergic to 
peanuts.  We are asking all nursery 
parents to please refrain from having any peanuts, 
peanut butter or nut bars containing peanuts in their 
lunchboxes. Those that “may contain nuts” are 
currently OK. We will let you know when they are due 
to come through to the Preschool. 

 
UPDATING YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 
Please remember to give us any new phone numbers, 
email addresses or home addresses if you have 
changed any of these over the Christmas break so that 
we can keep our system up to date. We often don’t find 
out people have changed numbers until we need to 
contact them! Also, please check 
that the people you put down as 
next emergency contact 
(grandparents, friends etc) still 
have the same contact details 
too. Please check with Lou if 
you’re not sure we have the 
correct details. Thank you.  
 
 

weha 
 

 



PROFILE BOOKS 
Please remember to return your child’s profile book so 
that we can continue to add to it.  Remember to 
complete and put in your Christmas sheet and any 
other news, photos etc of the activities, visits and fun 
stuff that they did over the holidays. 

 
AVAILABILTY OF SPACES  
Please note – our waiting list in the over 2’s is very long 
and there are no spaces until 2019, yes that’s 2019!!!!   
 

There are a few spaces in the Nursery but this may be 
dependent on age and when they go through to the 
overs side. 
 

We are not able to change any current booking if you 
have not already asked and been added to the list, 
sorry. 
 
Remember if you wish to take advantage of the 20 
Hours ECE when your child turns 3, please come and 
talk to us now even if it’s not till 2020. 

 
SUNSCREEN  
With this super-hot weather we are having 
please remember to adhere to our sunscreen 

policy.  Do not send your children in vest tops but 
proper tee shirts please. We are encouraging them to 
drink lots of water to keep hydrated throughout the 
day. 
 

HEAD LICE 
This very hot weather is the ideal conditions for 
breeding. Please check your child’s hair regularly for 
head lice and treat accordingly.  Thank you 
 

HEARING AND VISION VISIT 
On Tuesday 27th February we have the ladies coming 
from the CDHB to check the hearing and vision of our 4 
year olds. You will get a notice before this if you child is 
on their list. They usually visit us 3 times a year. 

 
Now for the fun stuff: 
 
FISH & CHIP GET TOGETHER 
We love a good get together so we invite 
you all to bring your fish and chips to 
Preschool on Friday 23rd February 
5.30pm – 6.30pm and meet up with other families, 
your child’s friends and teachers. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all! 
 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY  

Happy New Year to all our tamariki 
and whānau. It has truly been a 
rewarding start to the year reuniting 
with everyone and catching up with holiday 

adventures. The children have settled really well, it is 
amazing how much they have all grown and developed. 
Thank you to those families who have shared photos. 
Having pictures of experiences/events helps us to 

revisit people and places with the 
children and also assists us with 
understanding and supporting the 
connections the children are making 
through their play.  

 
Relationships and a sense of belonging are integral to 
learning and we have enjoyed observing the childrens 
excitement at seeing each other again. There are some 
beuatiful friendships evolving and lots of shared fun 
emanating as the children enjoy their interactions. 
Joining the Nursery whānau this month are Logan, 
Angus, Claudia, Maddison, Joshua and Pip. We look 
forward to getting to know you all and working closely 
with your whānau to foster a love of learning and 
discovery. Welcome back to Kaiako 
Sara returning after maternity leave, 
it is lovely to have you back in the 
team again.  
Already we have seen some amazing 
learning happpening. With the hot 
weather water play has been a 
favoured activity, a great way for 
children to experience something 
sensory and soothing as well as exploring simple 
science concepts. Excitingly we also have a new 
paddling pool which has created a lovely space to cool 
off and share fun times.  
 
Last week following a successful grant application we 
also received a new soft play set. The children have 
been so creative extending their physical skills and 

proudly showing us just how 
clever they are!   
 
We have also had many 
children recently transition 
through to the preschool. 
Aiden, Joe, Teddy, and Kaden 

all are settling in to the preschool environment 
amazingly and occasionally come back to visit us =)  
 
Arohanui, The Nursery Team  
Emily, Chelsey, Netty, Pietta, Sara, Janice, Mel and 
Kate.  

 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE 

PRESCHOOL?  

Kia ora whānau, it is so good to see 
you back here at Preschool, we are all 
looking forward to an exciting year of 
learning and fun.  



This month our Kaiako have really enjoyed hearing 
from the tamariki about their holiday adventures, with 
lots of time spent listening to 
stories.  Thank you for sending 
in your photos these have 
been very popular with the 
children and a great way for 
them to revisit with their 
friends and teachers.  
 
We have made a few changes in the Preschool over the 
past few weeks starting with our kai tables being taken 
outside on the deck, this has left us with more space 
inside the Preschool where we are creating lots of 
different spaces for the children to explore.  
 
With the hot days we have had lots of water play both 

in the sandpit and around the 
Preschool.  The children 
especially enjoyed the water 
down the slide where they slid 
into a big puddle at the bottom.   
We have been very lucky this 

month to be given some lovely new bikes, thanks 
Tracey and Ryker we love them – lots of time has been 
spent on the bike track trying out our new bikes.  
 
Have a good month from the Preschool Team 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN JANUARY – HOPE YOU 
HAD A GREAT DAY! 
Marley Butler (2) 
Quinn Jenkins (3) 
Harry McIntosh (1) 
Maize Clement (1) 
Charlie Barwood (3) 
Dixie Deans (4) 
Joe Mulligan (2) 
Theodore Williams (2) 
Kaden Mackie (2) 
Sienna Monk (5) off to school 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY 

We would like to wish the following tamariki a very 
Happy February Birthday: 
Harry Pooley (2) 
Wilbur Gallagher (3) 
Brendon Palmer (1) 
Jack Makogon (4) 
Lexi Hanson (4) 
Finn Keogh (3) 
Ellis Rudman (2) 
Brylee Shepherd (5) off to school 
Emily Perkins (5) off to school 
Sam Kelly (5) off to school 
Good luck to Sienna, Emily, Sam and Brylee who are all 
off to school, we will miss you all.  

STAFF PROFILES  
Kia ora koutou, 
My name is Mel and I teach in the Nursery on a 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. My husband Brett 
and I have two daughters - Frankie is 7 and attends 
Kirwee Primary and Eden (4) is here in the Preschool 
three days a week.  
 
I've worked in various teaching roles for 18 years - a 
mixture of preschool teaching, tutoring older children, 
supporting Home Based Care Educators and a stint as 
a New Entrants Teacher when living in the UK.  
I grew up in Christchurch and we moved out to Kirwee 
nearly 7 years ago.  
 
I love living so close to the hills as when time allows, I 
enjoy getting out for a hunt 
with my husband.   
I consider myself very lucky 
to be involved in a young 
child's early years and I just 
love watching the tamariki 
grow and develop during their time here. I often tell 
people I have the best job in the world - where else 
could you arrive in the mornings and be greeted with 
a run up cuddle!  
 
Hi there my name is Corita and I have been working 
here in the Preschool for nearly three 
years.  This is my first job where I have 
spent a long period of time working 
with aged over two children and I am 
loving it.  I love having lots of chats with your children 
and watching them develop and master new skills is 
super exciting.  I live in Burnham Army Camp with my 
husband Tristan and our two children - Cortan - 14 and 
Millie who’s 9.  Tristan is a member of the New Zealand 
Army Band and both of my children attend schools in 
Darfield.  As family we love spending time 4wd driving 
with friends, camping and exploring the local area, 
especially the beaches.  Over 
Christmas we were lucky to be able 
to spend some time with my family 
at Lake Brunner, where we all 
developed a love for water sports – 
our aim this year is to buy a boat.   When we are not 
out and about exploring I like to read and when I get 
the chance I love to cross stitch.   

 
NEW PRESCHOOL MOBILE PHONE 
Thank you to the Deans family for buying 
us a mobile phone to use at preschool. 
We will be setting this up on a trial basis to be used in 
a number of ways i.e. letting you know quickly that 
your child has settled if they were upset when you left 
or you can text in absences if you are unable to phone 
etc. We will see how it goes over the next few months. 
 



If you would like to try out this new way of 
communicating please text your first and last name to 

the new mobile phone number 027 594 8423 and we 
will reply to confirm we have logged your name and 
number on this phone. 
 
**In cases of emergency or sickness at preschool we 
will always phone you on the contact numbers we have 
recorded on the enrolment form ** 
 

 

 
THANK YOU PUB CHARITY   
In December we were very lucky to receive a grant 
from The Pub Charity to put towards purchasing a large 
set of soft gym play equipment for the children to climb 
on, under and explore. Pop into the Nursery and have 
a look. 
 

GOOD LUCK CLARE 
On the 15 of February Clare will be 
travelling to Wanaka to take part in 
the Challenge Wanaka Half Iron Man 

on 17th February as part of a team of 3. Clare’s part will 
be swimming 1.9kms on Lake Wanaka (photo of her 
doing lots of practice, haha sorry Clare only joking!). 
 
 We wish her and her team all the best. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Some important dates for you to 
remember. 

 
Tuesday 6th February – Waitangi Day – we are closed 
Friday 23rd February – Fish and Chip night 5.30pm 
Friday 30th March – Good Friday – we are closed 
Monday 2nd April – Easter Monday – we are closed 
Wednesday 25th April – ANZAC Day – we are closed 
16th – 27th April – School Holidays – we are open 
Sunday 13th May – Mother’s Day  
Monday 4th June – Queen’s birthday – we are closed 
 

TERRACYCLE RECYCLING PROGRAMME 
Don’t forget to continue to bring us all you old tooth 
brushes, tubes, floss containers and empty toothpaste 
boxes and put them in the tub in the foyer and let’s see 
how much we can earn. 
 

Have a great month / Mā te wā  

Clare and the team  
 
Website:  http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/ 
Phone: 03 318 8836 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to like our Darfield Preschool & 
Nursery Facebook page.  This is where we 
post news, important reminders and even 

closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page 
and keep informed.  We will of course still send out 
newsletters, emails and put important messages on 
our answer machine if needed. 
 
 
 
 

http://darfieldpreschool.co.nz/

