making the most of the milder
days, spending time exploring
in the sun.

Brrrrr Autumn has arrived with
winter fast behind it! The
temperature
has
definitely
dropped with snow on the
mountains and beautiful clear
blue sky days mean we are still able to enjoy our
outside spaces. Curl up with a cuppa and enjoy this
edition of our newsletter.
**WORKING BEE**
Due to bad weather the working bee has been changed
to this coming Sunday 7th May (again weather
permitting). Hope you are still able to come and join us
sometime between 9am – 3pm. This year we will be
concentrating on the fence painting, beautifying
around the bike track, development in our family
corner with the renovation of our new playhouse, as
well as tackling a number of other jobs that need
attending to. Tena rawa atu koe/Thank you (in
advance) if you are able to come to the working bee
this Sunday the 7th May. Main tools needed are
shovels, wheelbarrows, gloves and energy. If anyone
has a power washer that would be great too. Any time
you can give us is greatly appreciated - many hands
make light work.
**SIGNING IN**
Please, please, please remember to sign you child in
and out each time they are here. The sign-in sheet is a
requirement of our licence with the Ministry of
Education as well as being very important in the case
of an emergency as this is how we check who is and
isn’t here at that moment in time. If they aren’t signed
in or out and there was a fire we would not know if they
were here or not and someone might have to go
looking for them!
FROM
THE
NURSERY
Autumn/winter is definitely upon
us, having seen a mixture of
temperature
and
weather
conditions. A good time to
remember those layers and boots
for outdoor play! We have been

We celebrated Easter and
Anzac day using both as
inspiration for some creative art
projects.
Painting supports
children to develop hand, eye,
arm
and
body coordination and develop finger and hand
muscles. It is also a way to use shape, form and colour
to express themselves in ways they do not have words
for yet. Exploring with all of the senses is how children
learn to make sense of the world around them and
have fun! It is also the perfect time to work in small
groups alongside peers and start developing those
early strategies for social interactions.
We welcome Hadley and Blake to the Nursery this
month. We are all looking forward to your journey of
learning and discovery with us! We also welcome Emily
into her new role as Head Teacher as Sara departs on
her maternity leave. Emily has worked in the Nursery
for 2 and a half years and is passionate about providing
quality education and care for under two's and working
closely with families and whanau to achieve the best
outcomes for all.
From the Nursery Team Sara, Mel, Emily, Netty,
Pietta, Janice and Chelsey.

HAERE MAI FROM THE PRESCHOOL
First we must talk about
the weather because it has
been
awesome
for
Autumn/Ngahuru, except
for the cold and rainy snap
we had at the beginning of
the month. However even though it’s cold and rainy we
still manage to get outside at some stage during those
days so please pack gumboots, warm layers and rain
coats. The saying goes – “there isn’t inappropriate
weather only inappropriate clothing”. The learning
that happens out in the rain is very valuable as we
explore in a different way and still have lots of fun.
The rest of April was busy with Easter activities and an
Easter egg hunt, then it was on to learning about
ANZAC Day. The children had retained a lot of
knowledge from last year as we discussed the
importance of this day and enjoyed making poppies.
Some children shared their experiences of attending
ANZAC day with their families.

We have also explored the beautiful colours of the
autumn leaves, using them in a
variety of ways from Art, to
musical instruments to our
imaginary play.

4 YEAR OLD SLEEPOVER
Exciting news - On Thursday 15th June the four years
olds will be having a “sleepover’ here at Preschool.
More details will be coming out soon for those children
involved.

As April came to an end the
school holidays are over and it
is time to get back into
routines. We enjoy the school
children having the opportunity
to come back and say hello during this time. They grow
up so fast and it is lovely to be able to have a cuddle
and a chat.

HĀNGI EVENING
Following last year’s successful evening we will be
having another hāngi here at Preschool. We will look to
have it in July. We hope you will all be able to come.
More details to come………….

We were lucky enough to have
2 special visitors come in
before ANZAC day - Tristan
(Corita’s husband) spoke to us
about ANZAC day, he showed
us some Army uniforms and played the drums while we
marched up and down. Geoff (Sophie and Emily
Grant’s Dad) came to visit in his
Navy uniform and brought his
medals to show the children and
also talk about ANZAC Day. The
children really enjoyed the
experiences so thank you both
every much.

There was much talk and excitement as we planned
with the children the moving, painting and decorating
of the new Playhouse and they were disappointed the
weather didn’t play its
part last weekend. But we
are confident the weather
will be beautiful this
Sunday.
Looking
forward
to
another great month, from all the Preschool Teachers
Wendi, Corita, Janice, Jo, Kari, Hayley, Barb, Alissa,
Ann-Clare, Amy and Belinda

MAY BIRTHDAYS
A very happy May birthday to the following children:
Annabelle Peacock (2)
Archie Judd (3)
Alexander Wright (5)
Pippa Thwaites (3)
George Judd (5)

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE COMING!
Don’t forget to order your
Entertainment Book for this
year. Lou will be picking up
the new, shiny books this
week so they will be available
from Friday.
Either click on the link below
or see Lou to secure a book.
Lots of new offers this year.

http://www.entbook.co.nz/9a27754
SUSTAINABILITY AT PRESCHOOL
You may remember that last year we received a
Malvern Responsible Business Gold Award from
Lincoln Envirotown for our efforts at being a
responsible and sustainable business.
This year we are looking at other ways we can become
more sustainable at Preschool and the biggest impact
we think we can make is from trying to have packaging
free lunch boxes. So many items come in their own
little plastic packets and we end up with a big pile of
wrappers each day.
We would like your help to try and eliminate as much
packaging as possible from your children’s lunchboxes.
We have available again some lunch and snack bags
that are made from washable material, reusable and
come in many different designs. They are sold in a set
of 3 (1 sandwich bag and 2 snack bags) for $20.
Everyone that purchased
them last time were very
pleased with how well
they work and are easily
washed. There use of
glad wrap and bags has
reduced tremendously.

We are also looking at reducing the number of plastic
bags we use for wet clothes at preschool and have also
found a fantastic zipped double pocket dry bag that
would be ideal for this purpose – we have a number in
assorted patterns here and they are $8 each. If demand
is high we will place another order.
If you are interested in purchasing or looking at these
items please see Lou.
GO POTTY
Our ceramics workshop morning was a great success
with lots of families coming in to decorate a heart or a
mug. They have arrived back to us so please pop in and
collect yours.
CAR SEATS
Does anyone have any spare booster (full or half) seats
in good condition that you don’t need anymore? The
new community bus that we use for our outings is
fitted with full over the shoulder seat belts so booster
seats would be ideal.
ST JOHNS HEART OF GOLD APPEAL
Thanks to everyone who came dressed as a Super Hero
for the day, we raised a great $48.70 for the appeal,
well done, you’re all heroes.
WINZ CHANGES
From 3rd April 2017 there are some changes to WINZ
childcare subsidy as outlined in the table attached to
this newsletter. If you receive WINZ childcare subsidy
these will automatically be applied to your account.
FOOD AT PRESCHOOL
As we promote healthy eating and choices, our centre
policy states that children are only allowed to bring
water or milk to Preschool and ask that any other
drinks, including flavored milks are kept for after
Preschool. We also ask that
chocolate
and
lollies
(including nice and natural
fruit lollies) are also kept for
home/after Preschool. Please
remember no whole nuts as
these are a choking hazard.
Can we please ask that noodles be pre-cooked if your
child is bringing them to
Preschool for their lunch.
Under the Food Act 2014, we
can reheat them but not cook
them from dried.

CLOTHES AND LOST PROPERTY
As the wet and chilly weather is here please make sure
your child has a named jacket and gum boots as we will
still be exploring outside when we can. We are trying
to get the children to leave their wet muddy gum boots
outside when we come back in so if you would like to
bring in a pair of slippers (named of course) for them to
change into that would be great. Parents, be a good
role model and please leave your boots outside too!
Thanks.
Remember to name all
clothes, jackets and gum
boots as we don’t want to
end up with another pile in
our lost property box!
STAFFING
We welcome Amy to our Preschool Team this week.
Amy will be here for a year to cover Kari’s maternity
leave. We hope you will make Amy feel welcome – the
children have already taken a liking to her.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 5th June Queens’s birthday – we are closed
4 Year old Sleepover – Thursday 15th June

Have a great month / Mā te wā

Clare and the team

Don’t forget to like our
Darfield Preschool &
Nursery Facebook page.
This is where we post news,
important reminders and even
closures due to snow etc. so please go and like the page
and keep informed. We will of course still send out
newsletters, emails and put important messages on
our answer machine if needed.
NAPPY FACTS FOR YOU
Did you know:






Darfield Preschool & Nursery are happy for
your child to attend preschool wearing cloth
nappies.
A baby is changed around 6000 times in 2.5
years
There are 145,000 babies in NZ in nappies
under 2.5 years
The average used disposable weighs in at
200g













Some council figures indicate disposables
make up 11% - 14% of the domestic waste
stream
Cloth Nappies do not require, folding, soaking
or pins
Cloth nappies are 40% better for the
environment than disposables
Cloth nappies provide a zero
waste alternative to disposables
Disposable nappies should have any solids
removed before disposing in the general
waste
There are 25% more parents using cloth
nappies now than there were 5 years ago
A family can save $4000 per child by using
cloth nappies
Parents have control of the environmental
impact of cloth nappies
If every baby had just one cloth nappy
change per day, this would prevent 1 Million
disposables from going to land fill every
week in New Zealand

BEATING THE BLUES FREE WORKSHOP

